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FROM PARLIAMENT HILL 


Irwin on Native overpayment claims 


by Art Babych 


The federal government isn’t in the business of 
giving money to non-existent people living on 
reserves, says Indian Affairs Minister Ron Irwin. 

He was responding in the House of Commons 
June 20 to news reports indicating the govern¬ 
ment is paying out more than $1.2 billion in 
overpayments every year to Native bands. 

“This money is paid to over 70,000 apparently 
non-existent Natives and represents nearly one 
quarter of the overall $5.5 billion budget allo¬ 
cated annually by Ottawa to Native communi¬ 
ties,” said BQ MP Claude Bachand. He quoted 
from Statistics Canada figures published in 
Montreal’s La Presse newspaper and asked the 
Minister to confirm the report. 

Irwin called it a “speculative article” and said 
it was based on a 1991 Statistics Canada exami¬ 
nation. “Even in that article it will be noted that 
Statistics Canada was unable to get reports from 
78 First Nations,” he said. 

The minister also said that “not all these things 
are done strictly on numbers.” He added, “it is 
more an art form than a science,” and said the 


government looks at the project rather than only 
the numbers. 

Irwin gave his assurances that “the govern¬ 
ment is not in the business of giving money to 
non-existent people.” 

A Statistics Canada analyst says that most 
births on the reserves are reported promptly 
because the bands get money for each band 
member. However, he said most deaths go unre¬ 
ported and that the Indian Affairs department 
crosses out the names of people once they reach ‘ 
the age of 100. 

Bachand said the only way to determine the 
Native population on reserves is by ensuring 
that Statistics Canada census takers have access 
to the lands. 

Irwin agreed and said that “as part of self- 
government negotiations we are looking at those 


“I agree with him. Itis there. It is being studied. 
There will be work plans out that my friend can : 
examine because the First Nations will be exam¬ 
ining them over the next two or three years.” 


Reform MP Herb Grubel apologized in the 
Commons June 13 to those offended by his 
earlier remarks implying that Natives are 
spoiled and lazy. “From the controversy over 
my remarks I have learned that it is not wise in 
the political arena and in front of the media to 
use the same techniques I have employed suc¬ 
cessfully during my long career as a lecturer,” 
said the MP for Capilano-Howe Sound. “In the 
future I will be very careful in the use of strong 
analogies and'illustrations to bring out crucial 
points of analysis.” Grubel’s remarks about 
Natives brought calls for an apology and his 
resignation, 


News in brief... 


Land transfers are Parliamentary 


Reform MP Grubel Apologizes 


concern, MP Duncan 



Native land claims agreements that remove 
vast areas of public lands from the public do¬ 
main should be the concern ofParliament, says 
John Duncan, the Reform party’s Aboriginal 
Affairs critic. He made the remark during de¬ 
bate in the House of Commons June 13 on third 
readingbf Bill C-16, theSa'htu-Dene ahd Metis 
land claim agreement. Duncan said the land 
involved in the four agreements reached thus 
far in the north total over 500,000 squa~> 
kilometers or about half the size of Ontario. Bill 
C-16 covers an area about three-quarters the 
size of Nova Scotia, in the western Arctic. In 
speaking against, the. bill,. Duncan said the 
Rbfbrm party is concerned'about the constitu¬ 
tional entrenchment provisfon of the’ bill. ^“If 
our interpretation is correct this means that it 
cannot be amended other than by virtue of the 
amending formula to the Constitution which 
was-agreed to in 1982.” 


Indian Affairs Minister Ron Irwin says he 
does not know the role that Kanesatake Native 
leader Jerry Peltier played in the Oka crisis in 
1990. “I know he was in there. I know he was 
helping out. We would have to go back to what 
the former government was doing in the cir¬ 
cumstances,” Irwin told the Commons June 13. 
He was responding to a question from BQ 
member Claude -Bachand, who noted that 
Peltier was a civil servant working for the 
Indian Affairs department during the crisis. 
Bachand wanted to know what Peltier’s man¬ 
date was. Irwin said that beyond the informa¬ 
tion he had already given the MP he did not 
know the role of Peltier “in any shape or form.” 


Human Rights Tribunal to hear 
housing complaint 

A Canadian Human Rights Commission tri¬ 


bunal is to hear the complaint of a Native 
woman against the Canoe Lake Band in Sas¬ 
katchewan. Lucille Martin says the band dis¬ 
criminated against her on the grounds of her 
family and marital status when it refused to 
provide her and her two children with housing 
on the reserve. She says the band chief told her 
she would not receive a house because she does 
not have a spouse. The president of the Human 
Rights Tribunal Panel is to appoint a tribunal 
to hear the complaint. 


A. POTENTIAL GOLDMINE 


I 23000 sq. ft. of office and commercial 
space located at 118 Avenue and 
124 Street plus ample parking area 
and 7500 sq. ft. of basement area, 
in Edmonton, Alberta. 

I Owner will consider trades and/or 
carrying a mortgage. 

I Will also look at leasing. 

For more information call: 

George Thiel or Paul Cyr, 
Coldwell Banker Panda Realty 
483-0601 


SPORTSWEAR MANUFACTURING 


SUN FASHION 


Custom Silkscreening 1-8 Colours 

We specialize In Overslzes 


s Can Handle Your ’Rush’ Orders 

" T "Cu?-of? lweats S * ChildrerFs'v?ear U ' ,S 

" - 


Polo Shirts •Wholesale Cap Sales 

INSTOCK!! LOW, LOW PRICES 
FASTSERVICE ry. 

^ 452 - 8886 ^ 


14528-115 Ave, Edmonton, AB 








































Alberta Native News July, 1994 


Saluting the Chiefs and Leaders 


Ovide Mercredi re-elected as AFN Grand Chief 


by John Copley 


fused to concede victory to Mercredi, saying that 
he felt the AFN Grand Chief was not paying 


fiSlviTorid el M ti0n J'T an t d the VOte iS en0U ^ “n to r r a t the peop a reh 0 ad?o a r y g 
finally in. Ovide Mercredi, despite some last Just hours before Mercredi was to take to the 
minute tactms that saw his opponents unite in an podium to speak to the chiefs and other Native 
effort to defeat him, has been re-e ected as Grand leaders about re-election, a report was released 
‘ n e ,^ Sem \° f V ati0 r ns (A ™>' that 'claimed the AFN was in financial chaosand 
and will once again take the helm of one of the was carrying a debt load of $2.3 million Many in 
country’s most powerful Native organizations. the crowd seemed surprised by the news com 
tvfnTwerfcn 6 ^ Saskatooa - held elec- tenders for the assembly’s leadership were quick 

tions were convened, Mercredi was the odds-on- to blame Mercredi for the debt. q 

favorite to repeat as leader of the AFN, but his Saying that their leader should be held ac- 
victory was not to be an easy one. Four other countable for the financial woes of the organiza- 
candidates were also tying for the position as tion, Mitchell told the assembled chiefs and del- 
leader of the large national Native body that egates that “the national chief is a symbol of a 
claims to represent over a haifmfilion Canadian national organization and he has to acknowledge 
Indians. WaUy McKay fromi the Sachigo Lake and be credible for that organization.” 

First Nation °f Ontario finished m second place Port Alberni Chief Daniel Watts concurred, 
after the second ballot, but his tally of 95 votes “The national chief has to take some responsibil- 
was considerably less than Mercredi’s 247 - which ity for it. Ultimately, he’s the one who accounts 
itself was two short of the required 60 percent for all this,” he said 

needed to win the election. Mike Mitchell, an The AFN represents 633 Indian communities 
outspoken anti-gambling critic and Mohawk (some on reserve land; some in urban areas) 
leader from the Akwesasne Reserve near Com- across Canada and it is the chiefs (or their repre¬ 
wall, Ontario finished up with 54 votes. Konrad sentatives) and other Native leaders of these 
biom a Huron leader from Quebec wound up communities, that vote for the leader of the 
with 31 and seated with 30 votes was aspirant, organization. During the course of the recent 
Delia Opekokew, a Toronto lawyer who hails election the biggest comment against the incum- 
trom the Canoe Lake First Nation of Saskatch- bent grand chief was that he had lost touch with 
e '? a “' «■ ,. „„ the communities - that he was “too autocratic”. 

in an ettort to overcome Mercredi s popularity, Autocratic meaning bossy: arrogant- despotic- 
his four opponents joined hands in a united effort stubborn. But Mercredi overcame the personal 
to win the support ofthe voters, but this partner- attacks and rolled with the punches. He coun- 
ship was brought to an end by the incumbent’s tered comments that he was out of touch with his 
strong showing after the second ballot. A third people by reminding the assembly that during 
and final ballot was required when McKay re- his first term in office he made visits to “225 


communities 



more leverage in self-government talks. Also 
high on his priority list is housing and education. 
Some of the most impoverished communities in 
the country are on Indian reserves. Education is 
lacking in many areas, and is related to the high 
rise of unemployment found in Aboriginal com¬ 
munities. The jobless ratio among Native people 
living in urban areas is nearly triple that of those 
living on a reserve—and many reserves have as 
much as 90 percent unemployment. The avail¬ 
ability of housing on most reserves is almost nil. 
In fact, many reserves across the country are in 
need of300 new homes—but the money available 
usually allows for a maximum of only two or 
three to be built each year. 

After a long and busy four day conference and 
election, Mercredi was reinstated as the AFN’s 
Continued on Page 24 


CORRECTIONAL OFFICER 1 

Correctional Service of Canada 
Victoria and Fraser Valley, B.C. 

$29,321 - $38,960 per annum 

The people employed in the Correctional Service of Canada are members 
of teams working in a dynamic and challenging field. 

The Position: 

You will supervise and control inmate movement and activities within 
and outside the institution, and perform institutional security checks. 

You will be actively involved in the case management process for 
inmates. You will also participate in a correctional team responsible for 
the development'and implementation of unit programs. 

Qualifications: 

You must have completed secondary school education or acceptable 
equivalency and have significant experience in working with people 
where good inter-personal skills are important in successfully 
performing the job. The work requires personal qualities of maturity, 
judgement, sensitivity, responsiveness and motivation. Knowledge of 
the English language is essential for all positions. Canadian citizenship 
is also a requirement. 

Further information: 

A list of successful candidates will be maintained for twelve months. 
Formal training will be provided before assignment to an institution. 

To ensure that all candidates have every chance on an equal basis, we 
encourage equitable participation by women, Aboriginal peoples, 
members of visible minority groups and persons with disabilities. 

An application may be obtained from your local Canada Employment 
Centre or at the address below. 


Please send your application and resume to: 

Correctional Officer Recruitment 
Regional Headquarters Pacific 
Box 4500, Clearbrook, B.C. V2T 5L7 

Personal information is protected 
under the Privacy Act. 

It will be held in 

Personal Information Bank CSC/P-PU-100 


Canada 



For over 55 years, Alberta Treasury Branches (ATB) hi 
helping Albertans achieve their plans and aspirations. A 

understand and meet our customers’ needs. Come talk 

Visit one of our branches today or call our Customer Se 
Centre Toll Free at 1-800-332-8383. We’re at your servic< 
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Elijah Harper lauds Yukon settlement 


July, 1994 Alberta Native News 


by Art Babych 


Before adjourning for the summer, the Com¬ 
mons approved two Yukon Native bills, which 
will give four Native communities in Yukon 
41,000 square kilometres of land and $242 mil¬ 
lion over 15 years. As well, the communities will 
have the power to make laws in such areas as 
health care and taxation. 

“Today, we are resolving a small portion of the 
country in which many of the First Nations live 
in the territory of Yukon in order to settle their 
claim,” said Elijah Harper, the Liberal MP for 
Churchill, during debate before third reading of 
one of the bills. 

He suggested the cost to Native people when 
they signed treaties dealing with land and re¬ 
sources “probably runs into billions, maybe tril¬ 
lions of dollars that the First Nations have shared 
so that other people can live in this country.” 

Harper noted, however, that Aboriginals in 
many Native communities are living in Third 
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World conditions. “We have no plumb¬ 
ing on our reserves and no roads,” he 
said, “We have to fly in. Unemploy¬ 
ment is high.” 

The Native MP pointed out that the 
suicide rate among Aboriginals is four 
times higher than the national aver¬ 
age and that Native children drop out 
of school at an early age. “Often times, 
they are symptoms of the lack of con¬ 
trol in our communities,” he said. 

Harper said that in the meantime, 
people in southern Canada are ben¬ 
efiting from the lands and resources 
which were shared by the Natives. 

“We are not asking the government 
to give us something,” he said. “We are 
asking the government to share what 
we have, to respect our governments, 
to respect our ability to control our 
lives and to respect that we are able to 
determine our own future.” 

Harper said Canada belongs to eve¬ 
rybody and that to the Aboriginal peo¬ 
ple “it is not about separating.” He 
drew applause from other MPs when 
he said that unlike the Bloc Quebecois, 
the intention of Aboriginals is to “keep 
the country together, to live with each 



Elijah Harper 


The MP also attacked the Indian Act, calling it 
me most destructive piece of legislation for Na¬ 
tives. Doing away with the Indian Act will “put 
the control of our lives and our destinies in the 
hands of the First Nations,” he said. “We have 
never signed away or bargained away that right.” 

Harper said he expects governments to recog¬ 


nize First Nations as equals and pointed out that 
Natives did not subject themselves to govern- 

The guarantee of Aboriginals is to share the 
land and resources of Canada, Harper said. “Our 
constitution is written in our hearts and enables 
us to share what we have.” 


Former Quebec Chief receives 
appointment 


Former Chief of the Montagnais First Nation 
Aurelien Gill has been appointed to the Na¬ 
tional Aboriginal Economic Development Board 
for a two-year term. 

Mr. Gill brigs to this job a wealth of experi¬ 
ence inbusiness, the education community and 
government at the federal and provincial levees. 
Born in Mashteuiatsh (Pointe-Bleue, Quebec), 
he earned a degree in education from Laval 
University. He has received many honours, 
including the Order of Quebec (1991) for his 
contributions to education and community de¬ 
velopment on behalf of the Aboriginal peoples 
in Quebec. 

MY. Gill was Chief of the Montagnais of 
Pointe-Bleue, Quebec, from 1975 to 1982 and 


from 1987 to 1989. Hislengthy record ofachieve- 
ment in public service includes a term as Direc¬ 
tor General (Quebec Region) for the federal 
Department of Indian and Northern Affairs 
and membership on the Eastern Aboriginal 
Economic Development Board. He has trav¬ 
elled the world promote Canada and Aborigi¬ 
nal causes, particularly the need for rebuilding 
the Aboriginal economy. 

The National Aboriginal Economic Develop¬ 
ment Board was established in 1990 to advise 
the Minister of Industry and other federal 
Ministers where appropriate, with regard to 
their requirements of coordinating programs, 
policies and procedures of their departments 
which impact upon Aboriginal economic devel¬ 
opment. 


We are pleased to salute the Chiefs and Leaders who are 

making 1994 a year of progress! 
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Full Agenda for NCC in Alberta 

by John Copley 


The team of workers at the Alberta 
office of the Native Council of Canada 
(NCC), have added another success story 
to their growing list of accomplishments. 

And Doris Ronnenberg, the president of 
the Alberta chapter of the NCC, says 
she’s very pleased by the recent endorse¬ 
ment her organization received from Ca¬ 
nadian Bar Association (CBA) presi¬ 
dent, Cecilia Johnstone, Q.C. 

Ronnenberg said her organization 
“views this support as an endorsement 
of their efforts towards Self-Govern¬ 
ment.” She called the endorsement of 
the work the NCC has been doing on an 
Aboriginal Bill of Rights a “much needed 
shot in the arm.” The CBA went a step 
further when it sent a copy of 
Ronnenberg’s letter to the National Na¬ 
tive Justice Section, with a promise that 
they would contact lawyers in Alberta who may be interested in assisting 
the NCC’s Aboriginal legal team in its efforts to finalize an Aboriginal Bill 
of Rights. 

The NCC annual budget of a mere $52,000 doesn’t go far, so the 
organization has to supplement its income by taking on outside projects 
that are in the interest of Native people. One of these coincides with the 
recent move of the NCC headquarters to the main floor of the Charles 
Camsell Hospital, where they share space with the Aboriginal Veterans 
Association. 

Doris Ronnenberg is a Saulteau Cree from B.C.’s Treaty 8 region but the 
56 year old NCC president is no stranger to the Alberta Native political 
scene. Once a bookkeeper and executive secretary, Ronnenberg got her 
interest in politics while attending Conestoga College of Applied Arts and 
Technology in Cambridge, Ontario. 

“The fights I saw over money, power and stature got me wise to the 
politics of things very quickly,” said a reminiscent Ronnenberg. 

The NCC is involved in a variety of on-going projects but after self- 
government, the priority lies mainly in two areas, says Ronnenberg. These 
are young offenders and the Act they fall under and child welfare and 
education. 

“The lack of a proper education,” emphasized Ronnenberg, “is one of the 
biggest contributing problems to stagnation and decay of a society. It is 
also the reason why there are so many more young offenders than ever 
before. The education system has seen too many casualties. If we are to get 
our people off of welfare and back as contributing members we must first 
revamp our education system.” 

And Ronnenberg said that education begins in the home and that if 
parents do not take an active interest in their children’s education then 
doom is assured. “Aboriginal people owe it to themselves to prepare their 
children for a fruitful life. We have a definite role to fulfil but first our 
families and our communities must come together and once again find the 
traditional system. Too many are allowing their culture and their heritage 
to slip away from them - it’s time to hear from the Elders and it’s time for 
our people to listen.” 

Ronnenberg said she feels that a healthy mind, a healthy body and a 
wholesome spiritual viewpoint are some of the essences needed if Native 
people are to progress. “It’s easy to sit back and do nothing but it takes a 
little courage to get out and get involved. Getting involved is the key to 
communication and if it is our goal to find unity then first we must work 
together for the comfnon good of all Aboriginal people. Unity doesn’t mean 
unification, it just means people gathered together, to work together, for 
a common purpose,” added the NCC president. 

Young offenders, says Ronnenberg, are not being dealt with in a manner 
that will change them or their environment nor will the current system 
provide a better way of life. She says young Native offenders should be 
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“Aboriginal people owe it to themselves to prepare 
their children for a fruitful life. We have a definite 
role to fulfil but first our families and our 
communities must come together and once again 
find the traditional system. Too many are allowing 
their culture and their heritage to slip away from 
them - it’s time to hear from the Elders and it’s time 
for our people to listen.”—Doris Konnenberg 

taught to interact with Elders and other Native role models that have a 
success story to tell. “Good news and positive thinking - that’s what is 
needed. It’s just too easy to sit and complain and not get up and act. Positive 
people can make a significant difference.” 

Ronnenberg said that although each ofthe NCC locations across Canada 
works with the national office, each area has its own mandate. “Alberta,” 
she added, “is considered to be the hardest of all the provinces when it 
comes to unity” and cooperation, especially in political matters. She cited 
the Bill C-31 situation as an example. 

“One of the difficult areas is with the Bill C-31 Indians. They are not 
really accepted back into too many bands in Alberta. This is a problem area 
because funding is done through the bands and there are no measures to 
ensure parity for individual access.” 

But despite the hardships and the many hurdles that must be overcome 
in the quest to attain Self-Government for Canada’s Aboriginal people, 
Ronnenberg remains optimistic that progress, though slow, is being made. 
She’d like to see the movement step up a pace or two and offers this advice. 

“Get involved in your families and get involved with your communities. 
Spend time with your children and encourage yourself to aspire to greater 
plateaus. Get involved - that’s the first step.” 
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Chief Jim Badger speaks out 


Chief Jim Badger presented a submission on 
behalf of the Lesser Slave Lake Indian Regional 
Council to the Natural Resources Conservation 
Board on July 13. His presentation follows: 

I am Chief of the Sucker Creek First Nation 
and am a member of the Board of Chiefs of the 
Lesser Slave Lake Indian Regional Council. I 
have been a Chief for nine years. Prior to being 
first elected Chief, I was a Councillor for four 
years. In the past I have also held the position of 
Executive Director of the Lesser Slave Lake 
Indian Regional Council. 

My great grandfather, Moostoos, signed Treaty 
8 in 1899. All of the First Nations of the Lesser 
Slave Lake are parties to Treaty 8. 

I am fluent in English and Cree. 

With me today is a translator who will provide 
translation into Cree for the benefit of our Elders. 
Traditional land uses 

The Swan Hills are part of the traditional 
tribal lands of the First Nations who signed 
Treaty Number 8. When my great grandfather 
and the other Chiefs signed Treaty 8, the Treaty 
Commissioners promised that our people would 
be able to hunt, trap and fish as we had always 
done on lands that were not taken up for settle- 

Our people have always hunted, trapped, fished 
and gathered plants and berries in the Swan 
Hills, and continue to do so today. The Freeman 
River, the Little Driftpile River, the Moosehorn 
River and Windy Lake are some of the favoured 
areas in the Swan Hills where our people would 
set up camp. 

Our people still hunt for moose and other game 
in the Swan Hills. Until recently, some of our 
Band members had guiding licenses to take 
white hunters into the area. The logging and oil 
and gas activity in the Swan Hills has decreased 
the guiding opportunities in the area. 

Our people have trapped in the Swan Hills for 
at least 200 years. We continue to trap for ani¬ 
mals such as lynx, fox, coyote, weasels, ermine, 
and squirrels. Within a 30 mile radius of the 
Swan Hills Treatment Centre, there are 26 Treaty 
Indians who are registered trappers at this time. 
We have prepared a map for the Board showing 
the location of these trap lines. We do not know, 
however, how many trap lines are registered to 
Aboriginal people who do not have Treaty status. 
We believe there are many more trap lines than 
those recorded on the map which are registered 


to Aboriginal people. 

Dr. David Young prepared a report to the 
Board on the traditional uses of the Swan Hills 
by Aboriginal peoples of Alberta. It is included in 
our submission. Unfortunately he is in Africa 
and therefore could not be at these hearings. 
Some of our elders, who I will introduce to you in 
a few minutes, are here to tell you that the Swan 
Hills provide a unique source of plants which 
they rely upon for medicinal and spiritual pur¬ 
poses. Certain plants which our healers rely 
upon can only be obtained in the Swan Hills. 

Some of our Elders have stopped coming to the 
Swan Hills for plants because of the hazardous 
waste treatment centre. They fear the plants 
have been contaminated by chemicals. 

The Elders will tell you about the plants they 
gather but Indian custom will not allow them to 
name certain plants or name some of the pur¬ 
poses that the plants are used for. 

Regional monitoring program 

Because the Swan Hills are important to us as 
a traditional resource for hunting, trapping, fish¬ 
ing and gathering plants and berries, we believe 
it is extremely important to have a regional 
monitoring program. As we have heard in these 
hearings, releases of some chemicals such as 
PCBs, even in very small amounts, can be dan¬ 
gerous to wildlife and to people. And we also 
know from these hearings and our expert re¬ 
ports, that Chem-Security is not looking for PCBs 
in animals or areas that could affect us. For 
example, there is no monitoring of animals who 
eat the moles which have PCBs in them and 
there is no monitoring of the animals which our 
people trap and eat. Chem-Security has also told 
us that they do not monitor for chemicals in the 
Swan River which is close to the plant and drains 
into the Lesser Slave Lake. Therefore, we do not 
know how much contamination from the treat¬ 
ment centre is travelling down that river to¬ 
wards our reserves. 

What we do know from Chem-Security’s stud¬ 
ies is that PCBs and other contaminants have 
been found in soil, sediments, fish, plants, moles, 
shrews, deer mice, and grouse. And we know this 
problem is not going away, in fact the area which 
is contaminated is getting bigger. PCBs are mov¬ 
ing up the food chain. 

In 1993 Chem-Security found PCBs in a greater 
area of soil than they had found before. They also 
Continued on Page 10 
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The Gitksan and Wet’suwef en have signed an agreement to adjourn the 
Delgam Uukw land title action in the Supreme Court of Canada for up to 
18 months in order to negotiate with the B.C. provincial government on the 
matters of jurisdiction, ownership and self-government on their tradi¬ 
tional territories. 

In front of a crowd of more than 200 at Tse Kya Hall on the Hagwilget 
Reserve near New Hazelton, Gitksan hereditary chief Delgam Uukw and 
Wet’suwet’en hereditary chief Gisdaywa signed the agreement and wit¬ 
nessed as B.C. Premier Mike Harcourt and four provincial ministers did 
the same. 

The agreement, called an accord of recognition and respect, could mean 
an end to the longest running and most significant land title action court 
case in the country. 

Provincial and Gitksan and Wet’suwet’en negotiators have only one 
year, with the possibility of a six month extension, to come to an agree¬ 
ment, otherwise the Supreme Court action will recommence. 

“We gave the provincial government an opportunity to get their act 
together after being elected,” said Gitksan hereditary chief Maas Gaak 
(Don Ryan). “We decided they have the resources and are organized 
enough now to negotiate with us. But they must go beyond the rhetoric. We 
are not going to tolerate the attitude the province has displayed in other 
land title negotiations. It is not acceptable for the province to make offers 
to us about a reduced land base.” 


& 


BANCRAFT 
INDUSTRIES INC. 

We salute the First Nations Chiefs and Metis Leaders 

AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE parts . salvage 

Ph. (403) 922-2673 Fax (403) 922-2675 COOKING LAKE AIRPORT 



litigation 

Speaker for the Office of Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs, Sat’san (Herb 
George), explained that an important precondition regarding the land 
base was imposed before negotiations begin. 

“A major concession by the provincial government on their offer is that 
they’re prepared to negotiate with us based on our territories as they are 
defined by our hereditary chiefs,’ said Sat’san. 

Sat’san was referring to the belief that the judge’s decision in the 
original trial used “racist logic” to arbitrarily and incorrectly limit the 
more than 57,000 square kilometre of Gitksan and Wet’suwet’en territo¬ 
ries by one-third. 

A recent statement issued by the Gitksan and Wet’suwet’en leadership 
states that “Our most recent attempt to regain self-government on 
Gitksan and Wet’suwet’en lands began in the mid-1970s. From the outset 
we were in favour of negotiation rather than legal action. We conducted 
land title action research and at a November 7,1977 meeting invited the 
provincial and federal governments to proceed with negotiations. They 
refused. From the beginning successive federal and provincial govern¬ 
ments blocked our attempts to bargain in good faith. 

“This lack of respect caused us to file a claim against Canada and B.C. 
in 1984 for ownership and jurisdiction over more than 57,000 square 
kilometres of territory in northwestern B.C. Delgam Uukw, Gisdaywa 
and 47 other Gitksan and Wet’suwet’en hereditary chiefs were named as 
litigants. 

“Almost a decade later the case was on its way to the Supreme Court of 
Canada until the belated provincial government offer to negotiate was 
accepted by the Gitksan and Wet’suwet’en. During those 10 years the 
Gitksan and Wet’suwet’en have persevered: we conducted a unique court 
case where hereditary chiefs were the expert witnesses; we listened in 
Continued on Page 18 
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Metis Nation expands Great Slave Lake clean-Up 


This summer young northerners will gain em¬ 
ployment and valuable training, and will also 
enhance the northern environment thanks to a 
Metis Nation NWT project funded by the Depart¬ 
ment of Indian Affairs and Northern Develop¬ 
ment’s (DIAND) Arctic Environmental Strategy 
(AES). This is the third consecutive year that the 
Metis Nation has undertaken a major clean-up 
project on Great Slave Lake. Through this project 
the Metis Nation is expanding the cleanup pro¬ 
gram as well as creating awareness about the 
importance of preserving the environment and 
providing northern Canadians with employment 
and training experiences. 

The Metis Nation is utilizing a metal shredder 
andaflotilla of barges and boats provided through 
Public Works Canada, to bring this innovative 
example of new environmental technology to 
numerous waste sites, abandoned mines and 
communities along the shores of Great Slave 
Lake. The students and staff hired this summer 
will benefit from training in first aid, hazardous 
material handling, equipment maintenance, and 
additionally as crew for the boats and shredder. 
This unique environmentally sound waste man¬ 
agement program will be demonstrated to a 
broad cross-section of northerners as the crew 
travels to communities on the lake. 

“It’s a joint community and government effort 
to preserve the environment for future genera¬ 
tions,” said Gary Bohnet, president of the Metis 
Nation. “We believe this effort is important for 
the environment and brings together 
stakeholders to work co-operatively and benefits 
everyone with local employment, training and 
education.” 

The AES strives to ensure preventative envi¬ 
ronmental care by preserving and enhancing 
traditional Aboriginal lifestyles; by increasing 
the capacity of northern communities to manage 
their own resources; and by emphasizing the 
need for protecting the northern environment for 
future generations. 



Irrigation project 
underway 

Last month marked the grand opening of the 
first of five irrigation phases of the Blood Tribe 
Irrigation Project at the Blood Reserve, half¬ 
way between Standoff and Lethbridge, Alberta 
on Highway 509. 

Blood Tribe Chief Roy Fox declared that the 
project is a symbol of “what can be achieved 
when First Nations and both levels of govern¬ 
ment work together toward the common goal of 
First Nation self-reliance.” 

The Blood Irrigation Project Agreement be¬ 
tween the tribe, the Government of Canada 
and the Province of Alberta, came into effect on 
February 24,1989. In return for providing the 
land to allow for the construction to the St. 
Mary Reservoir and the Belly-St. Mary Diver¬ 
sion Canal in the southern part of the Blood 
Reserve in the early 1950s, the Blood Tribe was 
allocated sufficient water to irrigate 25,000 
acres of land on the reserve. In 1983, a study 
was completed which confirmed the feasibility 
of irrigating a large area on the reserve. 


The total cost of the project over a 12-year 
period is estimated at $60.5 million. Both the 
federal and provincial governments will con¬ 
tribute $15.5 million each and the Blood Tribe 
will provide roads, drainage, electrification and 
on-farm development costs over the 12-year 
period of the agreement. 

The Blood Tribe Irrigation Project is the 
foremost Indian -led economic development 
venture in Canada. This first irrigation phase 
encompasses 2,300 acres of development. The 
25,000 acre irrigation project, which began in 
1990, is expected to be completed by 2001. The 
25,000 acre project will continue to bring em¬ 
ployment opportunities to the 7,500 member 
Blood Tribe. 

The Blood Tribe Agricultural Project admin¬ 
istration building has also recently opened. 
The energy efficient building houses the man¬ 
agement and staff of the Blood Tribe Irrigation 
Project Management Group. 

The building was named after Chief Roy 
Fox’s Indian name “Makiinimaa". It is dedi¬ 
cated to Chief Fox for his det ermination in the 
initial negotiation years which began in the 
early 1980s. 
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NOTICE 
TO MEMBERS 

DEADLINE FOR 
RESOLUTIONS 

For the 

Metis Nation of Alberta 

66th 

Annual 

Assembly 

Special and extraordinary resolutions for the 66th 
Annual Assembly of the Metis Nation of Alberta 
Association in Fort McMurray, Alberta, August 18, 
19,20,21,1994 must be received at the MNA Head 
Office no later than July 27,1994 at 4:00 p.m. 

Send your resolution to: 

: -N MILBRATH 
Metis Nation of Alberta 
13140-St.Atbert Trail 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5L 4R8 

Fax: (403) 452-8946 


City of Fort McMurray, AB 

August 18,19, 20, 21,1994 

McDonald Island Recreation Complex 

Scheduled Agenda to include: (?) 

•Mefe Games • Day Care Available 

• Youth and Old Time Dances • Youth Sport Activities 
•Information and Craft Booths • Ball Tournament |a/S| 

• Framework Workshops • Pancake Breakfasts 

• Camping . parade and Opening Ceremonier 

• * * * Annual General Meeting A AAA 
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NEWS SCENE 


Ron Irwin talks to the press 


by John Copley 

Ron Irwin says he’s out to give Canada’s Native 
people what his government promised when it 
came to power—self determination and in all 
probability (depending on the interpretation) 
self government. And he’s also determined to 
keep the Native media informed about his 
progress—something that few have done before 

In a recent telephone interview and briefing 
session (the third of its kind held this year), Irwin 
met withfive reporters representingNative media 
from across the country. Included were news 
media from James Bay in northern Quebec; Sioux 
Lookout, Ontario; Whitehorse, Yukon; Vancou¬ 
ver, B.C. and Edmonton, Alberta. 

Looking forward to a summer break and a little 
time away from Ottawa, Irwin saidhe was pleased 
at how far things had progressed in the short 
time he’s had the Department of Indian Affairs’ 
top job. But he made it clear that the job was a 
long way from being done. 

“We’ve only just completed the first stage - we 
can’t become complacent. (We) must form our 
team to put in lots of energy because that’s what 
it’s going to take to get the job done,” he said. 
Referring to the success and progress being made 
in the road to self government in Manitoba, Irwin 
said that “we can’t afford to sit back and admire 
our accomplishments. We must get on with the 
job if we want to see self-government in our 

During the interview, which lasted about an 
hour, a variety of questions were presented by 
the various media taking part in the question 
and answer period. Let’s look at some of the 
dialogue. 

Question: When will a substantive reply be 
provided to the Lubicon proposal on restarting 
negotiations? 

Ron Irwin: The province, the Lubicons and 
the people at Daishowa all want to see an end to 
this matter—they all want it to work. It’s going 
to be a matter of all the parties agreeing to a 
process that everyone respects and can agree on. 
Chief Ominayak must be willing to sit down and 



terms. It is my 
wish to see a posi¬ 
tive conclusion to 
this matter as 
soon as possible. 

Question: 

What kind of 
progress is being 
made with the 
dismantling of 
the Manitoba In¬ 
dian Affairs office 
and can Alberta 
expect this kind 

of process? - 

Ron Irwin: The program in Manitoba is mov¬ 
ing along well, but things will take time. The 
chiefs have some concerns and they want to take 
the issues to the people and see what they have 
to say. I think this is good—and it’s also the 
democratic way. I’m hoping that similar pro¬ 
grams will happen right across the country. 
Every need is different so it’s not likely that the 
(exact) same program will suit everyone. 

Question: During the federal election a prom¬ 
ise was made to consult Native groups on trea¬ 
ties and self government at a national forum. 
When will this take place? 

Ron Irwin: The national forum may not hap¬ 
pen. There are too many ideas coming from too 
many different people. Every region has special 
needs and the needs of one area may not apply to 
those of another. We may end up with a series of 
provincial forums or perhaps it can be conducted 
best by Treaty—it’s not yet known the approach 
that will be taken. I will be meeting with the 
Grand Chiefs from across the nation to get their 
input. We have already contacted some groups 
including the AFN as well as some other national 
and treaty representatives. Some have already 
responded—but it will take time before decisions 
are reached on exactly what the best approach is. 

Question: What about Yukon land claims? 

Ron Irwin: We’ve been working overtime on 


this one. We want to get this issue settled as soon 
as possible. Our team has tremendous staying 
power and that will (pay dividends) in the end. 
We are hoping that the House Leader can get 
this on the agenda quickly...and if not we’ll sit 
until an agenda is done. 

Question: Can’t we pull the Reform Party 
from the Aboriginal Committee? Are they not 
hindering our efforts? 

Ron Irwin: The Reform Party has been slow in 
this process and they are going step by step but 
they have been democratically elected and it is 
their right to challenge the issues. We can’t pull 
them (Reform) from the committee—it’s not in 
our power to do that and it wouldn’t be my first 
inclination at any rate. We still live in a democ- 
Continued on Page 13 
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Treaty #3 launches summer tourism service 

The Grand Council Treaty Three Tourist Information Service com- The hot-line can be accessed by calling l-800-461-DRUM(3786), or if in the 
menced 1994 operations in Kenora on May 16 and will be available to serve Kenora area call 548-1074. A brochure is available through tourist centres 
the public until September. and many other locations in the area. 

The service has been established by the 25 First Nations of Treaty Three The service will maintain an up to date listing of all Aboriginal events 

to respond to the increasing level of interest in Aboriginal culture. and activities which are open to the public. This will provide lodge owners 

According to the cultural tourism staff, tourists who come to Kenora are and other businesses in the area with information of interest to their 
also interested in Aboriginal culture and their service offers information guests. It will also help the First Nations market their events in a more 
on Pow Wows, arts and crafts, Native owned lodges and resorts, and effective manner. 

sporting activities from around the area which are open to the public. The coordinator of the service is Judith Harbour. Candice Copenace and 

The service will respond to this need through a 24-hour toll free hot-line. Janet Green will assist with the various promotional activities. 


Chief Jim Badger Continued from Page 6 


carry on our traditional cultural activities. 

It is extremely important to us and it should be 
"e types of PCBs than they had found before. It seems to us that important to all Albertans that we monitor the 
e Chem-Security looks for PCBs, the more they find. Chem- effects of this plant to prevent any serious harm to 
at solved the problem of current PCB emissions and should the environment. If serious harm is caused, it will 
be all Albertans who are liable but it is our people 
who may lose their health and their Treaty rights 
’ ’ ir cultural identity depends. 


the me 

Security has nt 
not be allowed to import m 

In 1992 we submitted a report to this Board by Dr. Andrew Hamilton _ „ 

which recommended a regional monitoring program. Such a program has upon which oi 

not been implemented. We hope this Board will not allow the importation -_■■ 

of toxic waste to the Swan Hills, but if it does, we believe that it is 0p P OS, * IOn importation 
imperative that a regional monitoring system like the one recommended * he r . Nations of the Lesser Slave Lake Indian Regional Council are 

by Dr. Hamilton, be put in place before any waste is imported. We also °PP ose d to importation and believe the Swan Hills facility should be scaled 
believe that if the Swan Hills facility continues to operate at all, such a down or shut down. 



monitoring program should also be put into place. 


When we appeared before you in 1992, we told this Board that the Swan 


The regional monitoring should be supervised by an independent panel Hills facility would prove to be a white elephant and a tremendous burden 
of scientists with the participation of Aboriginal people who live and hunt ta AJberta taxpayers. At that time, there was no clear information before 
and trap in the area. the Board as to the economic effects of the project except some vague 
We have a vested inter- assurances by Chem-Security that the expansion would not cost Albertans 
est in the long term anyjnoney. 

health and safety of the , The P assa B e of time has proved that the First Nations were correct. This 

environment. We were plant is an even bigger white elephant and it is costing Alberta more, and 
here before the special “ ore - and more in subsidies than anyone anticipated. This time, we took 
waste treatment centre the initiative to ensure clear information was placed before the Board with 
and we will be here long an independent analysis of the market for hazardous waste prepared by 
after it is gone. Ed Hanna who has eight years experience studying this market. Our 

We know from Chem- ex P erts are relying on hard empirical evidence — Manifest data showing 
Security’s monitoring exact ly w ho is generating hazardous waste and where it is going. We also 
reports that PCBs and have the economic reports of Dr. Kurbursi and Applications Management 
other dangerous chemi- which Provide an objective assessment of the real economic impact of the 
cals continue to be re- ®'Y an Hills facility. 

leased from the facil- Chem-Security has provided the same empty information as it did in 
ity. We believe contami- 1992. They tell us their market information is confidential, that they have 
nation of the Swan Hills received a few phone calls. They tell us that they know best. Time has 
threatens our ability to shown th ^t they do not lmow best. 

The environmental evidence points to one conclusion: the handling of 
toxic waste at the Swan Hills facility is sloppy. PCBs and other chemicals 
are allowed to escape into the environment. The air quality data shows 
that the guidelines for PCBs continue to be significantly exceeded. 

My Elders and fellow Chiefs are asking me why is Alberta doing this? If 
importation is allowed there will be at least $100 million and up to $500 
million of tax payer subsidy required with no guarantee that the public 
subsidy will ever end. At the end of the day, we will be left with no return 
on our investment and a legacy of pollution. The hundreds of millions of 
dollars poured into this facility could be used for health care, education and 
social services to benefit Indian communities and all Albertans. 

Mr. Chairman, the First Nations respectfully ask that this Board pay 
heed to our assessment of the economic, environmental and social impacts 
of the proposal to import hazardous waste and the continued operation of 
the Swan Hills facility. Our assessment was correct in 1992 and it is correct 
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If importation is not permitted, the Goverment of Alberta and the other 
owner of the Swan Hills Treatment Centre will be forced to address and 
resolve the real issue of whether the economic costs and the environmental 
risks of the Swan Hills facility justify its continued existence. 
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Urban reserve created in Fort Qu’Appelle 


by Ryan Edwards 

The Starblanket Indian Band of Saskatch¬ 
ewan recently celebrated the creation of an ur¬ 
ban reserve in the town of Fort Que’Appelle, 
located northeast of Regina. 

At a ceremony in Lebret on July 1, the 
Starblanket Band was presented with a copy of 
a federal order in council gving it title to the 
newly acquired land in Fort Qu’Appelle. 

That land consists of two downtown lots. Noel 
Starblanket, a senior policy advisor to the band, 
told the Regina Leader-Post that Native-owned 
and operated businesses or agencies — such as 
the Saskatchewan Indian Equity Foundation, 
Peace Hills Trust, and even an Indian engineer¬ 
ing firm — will set up there. 

Starblanket was quoted as saying that “It’s a 



Former Anglican minister sentenced 

on sexual abuse charges by Ryan Edwards 


A man who once was an Anglican minister and 
a boy scout leader has been jailed for the sexual 
abuse of 16 young males in a remote area of 
northwestern Ontario. Several Native commu¬ 
nities are located in the area. Ralph Rowe pleaded 
guilty to over 25 sex-related charges, and re¬ 
ceived a sentence of six years in prison. 

The sentencing took place in Wunnumin Lake, 
a fly-in community of about 400 people, located 
approximately500kilometres northwest ofThun- 

Six years ago, Rowe received an 18-month 
sentence, on nine sex-related charges involving 
boys in his care while he lived at Split Lake First 
Nation, about 120 kilometres northeast of 
Thompson, Manitoba. After the 1988 conviction, 
Rowe did not work for the Anglican church. 

During the sentencing, the statement of each of 
the victims was read. The statements dealt with 
Rowe’s molestation of boys over several years 
beginning in the mid-1970s. According to a re¬ 
port by Ruth Teichroeb of the Winnipeg Free 
Press the accounts were highly emotional with 
“chilling details”. She quotes Assistant Crown 
Attorney John O’Halloran, saying that “surely 
Mr. Rowe must now be the most prolific child 
abuser in (northwestern) Ontario.” 

She also spoke with Jim Morris, chief of the 
Nishnawbe-Aski Nation, which includes 40 First 
Nations in the area, where Rowe, a pilot, would 


fly-in to minister. Chief Morris made reference to 
the tragic situation now facing his communities. 
In 1993,212 suicide attempts and 24 suicides in 
the Sioux Lookout Zone, five suicides and over 
200 suicide attempts in 1994. Morris said that 
Rowe “has done an incredible amount of damage. 
I believe what happened is related to the suicide 
epidemic in some of the communities.” 

When handing down the sentence, Ontario 
Provincial Court Judge Don Fraser condemned 
Rowe for his betrayal of the children, their fami¬ 
lies and the entire community, and for the pain 
that he has inflicted. He said “Among some of 
Ralph Rowe’s victims, there are those who for all 
practical purposes lost their lives.” 

Some of the survivors spoke to Teichroeb, and 
their message was that more victims would likely 
come forward. It is believed that coming forward 
is a big part of the healing process. One survivor 
put it succinctly, “if they don’t disclose, they will 
lose their lives.” 

Another survivor told of his own suicide at¬ 
tempt eleven years ago. Later in hospital, Rowe 
visited him. “He asked me why I had tried to kill 
myself. Did somebody do something to you? I 
responded by saying, I don’t know. Looking back, 
I felt fear... Afterwards, I felt resentful towards 
him, thinking, who does he think he is?... I will 
always hate the Anglican denomination for what 
this person did to me.” 



OCEAN MAN FIRST NATION 
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tremendously satisfying feeling knowing that all 
the hard work and pain was worth it. We literally 
suffered for this.” 

The Starblanket Band’s efforts to obtain the 
land date back to early 1983, and the order in 
council creating the reserve was passed last 
month. The land became the first to be granted 
status as a reserve under the Treaty Land Enti¬ 
tlement Framework Agreement of 1992. 

Fort Qu’Appelle town officials welcomed the 
news of incoming businesses. The Leader-Post 
reports that town mayor Francis Hahn said that 
“Any economic development is beneficial to our 
town. The First Nations people will create em¬ 
ployment with us — it’s very much a partner¬ 
ship.” Noel Starblanket said the partnership is 
long overdue and will prove to benefit both the 
Starblanket Indian Band and the people of Fort 
Qu’Appelle. 
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Economic Development 


Honouri, 


Native groups oppose importing toxic wastes 

by Deborah Moser 

The First Nations in Alberta oppose a Chem- entire operation to be shut down for both envi- 
Security proposal to bring toxic wastes in to the ronmental and economic reasons 
province for disposal. They believe that the Swan The Lesser Slave Lake Indian Regional Coun- 

Hills Treatment Plant should not extend its base cil and the Indian Association of Alberta are 
of operation to include hazardous wastes from voicing their opposition at the Alberta Natural 
outside Alberta. In fact they are calling for the Resources Conservation Board (NRCB) hear¬ 
ings which are currently examining the Chem- 
Security proposal. 

“At the NRCB hearings two years ago, we were 
told by Chem-Security (Alberta) Ltd. that they 
could support their operations with Alberta 
wastes alone,” said Chief Jim Badger, speaking 
on behalf of the Lesser Slave Lake Indian Re¬ 
gional Council. “We questioned that claim at the 
time, and it has since proven hollow. 

“This time, we commissioned our own inde¬ 
pendent assessments of Chem-Security’s pro¬ 
posal to the NRCB using consultants who are 
qualified and respected in their fields. 

“With these consultants’ reports, the issue 
broadens from whether Alberta should consider 
allowing hazardous imports to Swan Hills. The 
new and more basic issue is whether this Swan 
Hills facility should even stay open. In all prob¬ 
ability, this facility is already a white elephant 
and an increasingly dangerous one. 

“We have this extraordinary situation where 
Alberta will end up paying massive dollars for no 
benefit—except to endanger our waters and lands 
and animals, and our peoples. Here we are now 
almost PCB free in Alberta, and we choose not 
just to allow—but to subsidize—a new and greater 

“For the nine-member First Nations in the 
region, our greatest fears are for Lesser Slave 
Lake. The Swan Hills plant is within 40 miles of 
the lake, and the whole region is affected by the 
waters of this great lake. The environmental 
risks are getting impossible to justify.” 

On behalf of the Indian Association, Lawrence 
Willier spoke to the treaty rights at stake. “Treaty 
rights depend upon the integrity of the environ¬ 
ment. The First Nation peoples of this region 
continue to hunt and fish, and by the Natural 
Resources Act of 1930, the Constitution of Al- 
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berta requires that Indian rights be respected in 
decisions about natural resources.” 

The Native groups claim that risks from im¬ 
ported wastes to waters, lands and wildlife are 
far more severe than those claimed by the appli¬ 
cant, Chem-Security (Alberta) Ltd. They main¬ 
tain that risks arise from significantly increased, 
24 hour transportation, and the doubling of air 
emission with far greater PCB and dioxin/furan 
contamination. 

According to independent consultants hired by 
the Native groups, the Swan Hills Waste Treat¬ 
ment Centre even now is operating with a “Ti¬ 
tanic syndrome”, where the facility is not fully 
secure, and monitoring and precautionary con¬ 
trols are inadequate. 

They find that claims of a business benefit in 
bringing imported wastes into Alberta are un¬ 
founded. They predict that import wastes will be 
subsidized along with Alberta wastes which are 
now subsidized in the operations of the facility. 
Combined costs could reach from $540 million to 
$730 million, equivalent or greater than the 
losses from NovaTel. 

The Native groups also maintain that treaty 
rights will be violated in ways wholly unaccept¬ 
able to all First Nations communities, particu¬ 
larly those in the Lesser Slave Lake region. 

Consultants from UMA Environmental of 
Calgary and Applications Management Consult¬ 
ing of Edmonton have prepared reports which 
substantiate the Native claims regarding the 
environmental and financial repercussions of 
the Swan Hills operations. Other consultants’ 
reports are also available. 

Chief Badger appealed to Premier Ralph Klein 
directly. “You campaigned as a premier of ‘vi¬ 
sion’. For the First Nations in Alberta, this will 
be one of the situations where your vision of 
Alberta will truly be tested.” 
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Gaming Licence hard to get says Alexander Chief 


by John Copley 

Plans by the Alexander Tribal Council to hold 
a third super-bingo have been thwarted by gov¬ 
ernment bureaucracy, says the chief of the 1,200 
member band, located a few minutes north of St. 
Albert. 

During the past 15 months the Alexander Band 
has held two super-bingos and the profits have 
been staggering. With earnings totalling nearly 
$200,000 the band has paid for a new cultural 
centre and refurbished an old building which has 
been turned into a community centre. Bingo 


Ron Irwin, continued from page 9 

racy and they have been properly elected by the 
people. 

Questions: Housing is a major concern on 
many reserves—what is being done to provide 
more housing? How can 80 families who are 
desperate for a place to live, be accommodated 
when there’s only 18 houses to be built? Can we 
expect to see some quick progress in this area? 

Ron Irwin: Our current budget is strapped— 
to the tune of a $3.6 billion deficit. There is 
nothing that can be done at the moment but I’ve 
spoken with Ovide Mercredi and will spend more 
time talking with the AFN. We will have it on the 
agenda for September. Not to speak lightly but 
your problem is insignificant when compared to 
other locations across the country. It’s nothing to 
see two or three hundred people without housing 
and only four or five houses scheduled to be built. 
I assure you that every time I get a chance to 
bring housing up with cabinet, I do. I’ll do my 
best to get more but I don’t want to second-guess 
what cabinet is going to do in September. I’ve 
said publicly that more housing is needed but 
right now there just is no budget to work with. 

Question: What about the plan that could see 
Canada separate with Quebec—how will Native 
people be affected by this? 

Ron Irwin: I’ve already made my statements 
on this matter and will not repeat them...but 


profits have also been responsible for turning an 
old school into a new administration office for the 

Special projects coordinator for the band, 
Richard Arcand, says his people have been put 
into a frustrating situation. “On the one hand 
we’re told to do something for ourselves. When 
we find it - we’re told not to do it.” 

He accuses the province of backing down on 
promises he says were made to have a third 
bingo. “They promised all year we could have 
one, then they threw every stumbling block in 
our way. Finally, we were forced to postpone it,” 

neither will I take them back. The Native people 
of Quebec have made it clear that if the Quebec 
government can draw a line and separate itself 
from Canada, then the Aboriginal people of Que¬ 
bec have the same right—and can draw a line 
that keeps them a part of Canada. 

Question: Do you think Native people should 
be more involved in forestry management? 

Ron Irwin: Yes. I do believe in having Native 
people become more involved in forestry man¬ 
agement. They have much to offer and so far, let’s 
face it, we’ve not done the job as well (as it could 
have been done). 

Question: It was recently announced that 
there was a $1 billion overpayment to Native 
groups in 1991—can you tell us about that? 

Ron Irwin: As far as the overpayment goes...if 
there was something amiss, the Auditor General 
would certainly know about it. Better systems 
and stricter regimes are needed but overall I 
think those figures have been inflated. They (the 
news media) like to keep people on their toes. 
Realistically though, the last eight or nine years 
has seen the birth rate among Native people 
double. Bill C-31’s returning to their reserves 
has also brought the numbers up and payments 
are made on a per capita basis. 


said Richard Arcand. 

Chairman of the Alberta Gaming Commission, 
Ziad Jabir, denied the allegations and said the 
commission wanted to be fair to others. 

“They’ve had two super bingos and we want to 
be fair to all charitable organizations, on or off 
reserve,” Jabir told Edmonton Journal reporter 
Jack Danylchuk during a recent interview. Jabir 
said that the commission would be extending 
tests before determining whether or not to make 
the super bingos a permanent fixture. He said 
the events, which began with large profits, now 
seemed to be in a decline. 

The Arcands disagree. 

Richard Arcand says the government is stall¬ 
ing because of the broader issue of revenue shar¬ 
ing - and said he feels that Native people spend 
more than their share on gaming each year and 
therefore should be allowed to control their own 
destiny. Admitting that there are insufficient 
records to prove just who spends what in the 
gaming industry, Arcand said it was estimated 
that “Indians spend over $100 million a year on 
gaming - lotteries, bingo, slot machines.” He also 
said that the figure was huge when compared 
with the small provincial grants that are given 
out to Indian bands each year - a figure he put at 
not “more than $2 mill ion ...in a good year.” 

Chief Stanly Arcand, who warned that a con¬ 
frontation with government over gaming regula¬ 
tions was a possibility, said that although Alber¬ 
ta’s three Treaty areas were working to form 
their own gaming commission, it wasn’t likely 
that it would be finalized before the end of this 
year. Richard Arcand says they are working with 
other groups and that the last thing they want is 
a confrontation with government, where he says 
“the lawyers would be the only people who would 
be smiling.” 

The gaming industry inCanadais regulated by 
the federal government but is administered by 
the provinces. Some Alberta bands have threat¬ 
ened to run gaming operations with or without 
the province’s consent because they feel that the 
province has no legal right on Indian reserves. 
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New direction set for Aboriginal 
Economic Programs 


New directions and priorities have been an¬ 
nounced for Industry Canada’s support to Abo¬ 
riginal business initiatives. At a news conference 
last month in Winnipeg, Secretary of State Jon 



Gerrard announced that “In order to keep pace 
with the growing size and sophistication of the 
Aboriginal private sector across the country the 
department’s Aboriginal Economic Programs will 
place increasing emphasis on proposals which 
support the following strategic objectives: trade 
and export development, increased adaptation of 
technology by Aboriginal businesses and the 
encouragement of young Aboriginal entrepre¬ 
neurs.” 

“We are at the point where we see it is impor¬ 
tant for us not only to continue the work of 
building a broad base of Aboriginal entrepre¬ 
neurs, but also to deepen it in certain key areas 
to ensure its long term viability”, he said. 

Dr. Gerrard pointed out that since 1989 the 


n urban centres, through the support of 3,31 _ 
clients and 5,400 business projects across the 
country. Contributions totalling nearly $265 
million have helped to generate investment from 
all sources of approximately $620 million in 
Aboriginal businesses. The program has encour¬ 
aged the interest and involvement of financial 
institutions, non-Aboriginal business partners, 
and the broader Canadian business sector. 

Improvements were announced which will 
make Aboriginal Economic Programs clearer, 
more streamlined and easier for Aboriginal Ca- 


Peregrine Falcon program proving successful 


In 1993, two juvenile peregrine falcons, _ 
leased through the Southern Alberta Peregrine 
Falcon Reintroduction Program, returned to 
the Red Deer and Bow Rivers. This year, one of 
the young peregrines, female S2 , has success¬ 
fully mated with a 10-year old male near the 
city of Red Deer. 

Of the three eggs in the nest, two hatched 
successfully. This is the first time in approxi¬ 
mately 25 years that wild peregrine falcons 
have reproduced in this area. The last breeding 
pair of peregrines on the Red Deer River disap¬ 
peared in the late 1960’s. 

The Southern Alberta Peregrine Falcon Re- 


introduction Program is in its third year. To 
date, 90 captive raised chicks have been re¬ 
leased into rural central and southern Al¬ 
berta. 

Over the next two months, Alberta Environ¬ 
mental Protection, Fish and Wildlife Services 
will be releasing 50 chicks at ‘hack sites’ from 
Red Deer to Lethbridge. 

Major commitments from Petro Canada, 
the Recreation, Parks and Wildlife Founda¬ 
tion and the World Wildlife Fund have as¬ 
sisted Fish and Wildlife in continuing this 
program designed to re-establish this mag¬ 
nificent bird in its former, natural range. 
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nadians to access. To reflect the new directions 
and to make Aboriginal Economic Programs more 
visibly business-focused, they have been grouped 
under a new name—Aboriginal Business Canada. 

Kenneth C. Thomas, Chairperson of the Abo¬ 
riginal Economic Development National Board, 
explained at the event that many of the changes 
were made to reflect the results of an intensive 
strategic review which the Board led to address 
what he described as “the emergence of an Abo¬ 
riginal business renaissance”. 

“Our redoubled efforts to improve the export¬ 
ing and technology backgrounds of Aboriginal 
companies will be critical for their long-term 
viability in a ‘new economy" environment. Simi¬ 
larly, the soundness of our overall economy de¬ 
pends on the steps we take now to develop in¬ 
creasing numbers of Aboriginal youth entrepre¬ 
neurs,” said Mr. Thomas. 

Program changes include measures to improve 
client service, such as local office project approv¬ 
als, and simplified documentation and informa¬ 
tion materials, and increased levels of funding 
for marketing, innovation and inventory costs. 

Aboriginal Business Canada offers support for 
projects throughout the full business cycle. The 
program has offices in Halifax, Montreal, To¬ 
ronto, Ottawa, Sudbury, Winnipeg, Saskatoon, 
Edmonton and Vancouver. 
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News Briefs 


I each deal is disclosed.” Irwin responded that 
I the government is working with Aboriginal 
I people while the Reform Party would not even 
I meet with a delegation from the Yukon re- 
I cently. “That is this party’s dialogue with the 
people,” he said. 

Government presence in 
Kanesatake questioned 


No special treatment 
for Native youth 

Native youths are not given any special treat¬ 
ment under the Young Offenders Act, says 

Ethel Blondin-Andrew, Parliamentary Secre- . . . __ 

tary to Indian Affairs Minister Ron Irwin. “If Kanesatake,“butratherateamtoassistgroups 
there is any special treatment it is to create and individuals in distress." Human Resources 
equality not to create inequality,” she told the Minister Lloyd Axworthy was responding to a 
HouseofCommons. Blondin-Andrew said there question by BQ MP Andre Caron who said 
are “such inconsistencies and such many people are concerned abut the establish- 
marginalization right now that there is defi- ment of a “patrol force”. Axworthy said Caron’s 
nitely a constitutional disadvantage applied to remarks were “greatly exaggerated” and that 
young Aboriginal people.” The Native MP was the project involves establishing a team to 
replying to a question from Reform Party mem- operate a 24-hour suicide hot-line. “This initia- 


ber Paul Forseth. 



5 entirely constructive, peaceful and hu¬ 
mane,” he said. But Caron said the band coun¬ 
cil should reassure the residents of Kanesatake 
that the patrol force would not become a police 
force. Axworthy dismissed Caron’s remarks 
and said the project “is part of the healing 
process that we must provide for Native people 
across this country.” 

Elijah Harper marks 
Aboriginal Solidarity Day 

Native MP Elijah Harper marked Aboriginal 
Solidarity Day in the House of Commons June 
21. He said the First Nations are many nations 
The federal government is using a “kami- and together form a great nation. “Greatness is 
kaze” approach to Native self-government, ac- not measured by the material wealth one has,” 
cording to David Chatters, Reform MP for he said. “Greatness is measured by how much 
Athabasca. He said in the House of Commons one gives and how much one shares.” Harper 
Junel7thatIndianAffairsMinisterRonIrwin said the kindness and generosity of Aborigi- 
has been travelling across Canada telling Abo- nals “has been our greatest strength.” The MP, 
riginal communities that if they want self- in an obvious reference to a B.C. MP’s recent 
government to “step up and sign on the dotted remarks suggesting Natives are lazy, said “We 
line.” Chatters said no more deals should be are notlazy people.” He added that by support- 
signed with Natives on self-government “until ingand recognizingCanada's Aboriginals “this 
full consultation with all concerned citizens country can be a united, stronger and better 
takes place and a detailed cost accounting of Canada.’ 


Reformer criticizes self- 
government initiatives 
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Protecting Mother Eartb 


Arctic pollutants pose 
dangers to food chain 

by Dale Stelter 

In the ten years since sci¬ 
entists found traces of pol¬ 
lution appearing in the 
Arctic, chemicals originat¬ 
ing in more southern loca¬ 
tions have built up to 
alarming levels. Those 
chemicals include PCBs, 
mercury, and other poi- 

Delegates to a recent con¬ 
ference on health and the 
environment heard of some 
of the effects, and possible 
threats, of this build-up. 

The conference was held in 
Ottawa in June, and at¬ 
tracted about 800 del¬ 
egates. 

David Schindler, an 
award-winning biologist, 
told the conference that 
levels of organochlorines, 
such as PCBs, in polar 

bears are 100,000 to 10 _ 

million times more concen¬ 
trated than in the water in which they swim. 

Schindler stated that if fish and fish-eating 
mammals are tainted with PCBs, the traditional 
diet of Natives in the north is wiped out. 

According to the Ottawa Citizen, Schindler 
said creatures living in the water Eire the first to 
show damage from pollution that eventually ef¬ 
fects plants, animEils and humans living on land. 

He said that Arctic residents already face that 

Northern species of animals tend to have large 
amounts of pollutants because many of the pol¬ 
lutants are stored in body fat, Eind the animals 
have a lot of fat. 

One problem in the situation is the process of 
bioaccumulation. At each level of the food chain, 
an a nim al contEiins all the pollutants of the 
animals it has eaten during its lifetime. An 
animal like a polar bear will contain all the 
pollutants of the animals—such as seals—that it 
has eaten. Meanwhile, the seals contain the 




Tfiroud to honour the Chiefs 
of Canada's zf-iist Nations 


Lakeshore 
Building Supplies Ltd. 

• Lumber 

• Plywood 

“A Member of Home-All Building Centres” 
STUDNEYDR. 

p.o.box 1040 874-2729 

HAY RIVER, NWT XOE 0R0 FAX 874-2999 




pollutants from contaminated fish they ate, and 
the larger of those fish contain the pollutEmts 
from cont amin ated smaller fish they ate, and so 

Schindler said that the effects of the pollution 
on humans in the north are still not well-known, 
but was quoted by the Ottawa Citizen as saying 
“but polar bears are seen to eat a lot of the same 
things (that humans eat).” 

Organochlorines like PCBs are seen as the 
cause of serious damage incurred by wildlife in 
southern Canada. For example, around the Great 
Lakes, the chemicals have caused sterility in 
some birds Eind fish, and resulted in others hav¬ 
ing offspring with deformities or behavioural 
abnormalities. 

Researchers in the area of the Great Lakes 
suspect that these same chemicals can have such 
effects upon humans as cancers, learning prob¬ 
lems, and poor fertility, mainly because of eating 
fish taken from polluted areas. 



Henderson Campbell i 


Barristers and Solicitors 
MARVIN W. HENDERSON WILLIAM J. CAMPBELL FELIX P.H0EHN DARYL J. SCHATZ 
GENERAL PRACTICE INCLUDING NATIVE LAW 

★ Real Estate & Mortgages ★ Family Law & Divorce ★ Wills 8 Estates 

★ Personal Injury Claims ★ Criminal Law 8 Impaired Driving 
★ General Lawsuits ★ Business 8 Company Matters ★ Immigration Law 

(306) 652-1234 Fax (306)244-6640 Free Initial Consultation 

*202 -135 - 21st Street East, SASKATOON, SASKATCHEWAN 


Rabbit Skins, Fox Tails, 
Racoon Tails, Coyote Heads, 
Lynx Tails, Fur Hals, Skins 

Go Into business with our 
$100 Minimum Order. 

Free Catalog. 

Do Pow Wows, Fairs, etc. 

W6TRIPS INC = 


NORWEST LABS 

SOIL, FEED & GRAIN, PLANT TISSUE, 
FORAGE, WATER ft FERTIUZER, 
ENVIRONMENTAL SOIL ANALYSIS 


QUALITY CONTROL SERVICE FOR FEED MANUFACTURERS 
•DON'T GUESS-TESV 

24 HOUR 
SERVICE 



(i)e salute the Native Leaders for their commitment to 
ensure a secure future for ad the first Nations, from 
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ALL-CAN ENGINEERING & SURVEYS 113761 LTD. 

COMPLETE GPS SERVICES AND EQUIPMENT 
LEGAL AND ENGINEERING SURVEYS 
FULL CAD SERVICES 


CALGARY, AB. 
1928 - 10th Avenue S.W. 
Calgary, ABT3C 0J8 
TEL. (403) 244-2131 
FAX. (403) 244-6455 


YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T. 
5007 Bryson Drive, 
Yellowknife 
TEL. (403) 873-5388 
FAX. (403) 873-5394 


IVe salute the Chieft of the North 


JOHN’S SALES & SERVICE 


FIBREGLASS - POLY - STEEL - TANKS 
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UNDERGROUND PUMPOUT OR WATER STORAGE TANKS 
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PVC OR POLY PIPES AND FITTING - GEO TEXTILE CLOTH 
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♦ Submersible & Jet Pump System 
<> Sump & Sewage ♦ Septic Drainage 
♦ High Pressure Wash ♦ Electric Motors 
♦ Accessories & Control 


Call Dale before Aug. 15.1994, 

(or a FREE estimate OPEN SATURDAYS, 

QRRd - fid Aup 24 H0UR SERU,CE 

EDMONTON, AB (403) 430-9359 




Environmental Digest 


List of Canadian species at risk grows to 255 

With the 19 species added this year, the list of animals and plants at risk 
in Canada now contains 255 species. The list is compiled by the Committee 
on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC). 

A breakdown of the list by category is: . 

• Extinct (no longer known to exist anywhere): nine species, including 
two mammals, three birds, and four fish 

• Extirpated (no longer known to exist in the wild in Canada, but exists 

elsewhere): 11 species, including five mammals, one bird, two fish, one 
reptile, and two plants ■ _ _ 

• Endangered (threatened with imminent extirpation or extinction 
through all or a significant portion of its Canadian range): 55 species 
including 11 mammals, 14 birds, 23 plants, and 7 fish reptiles, and amphibians. 

• Threatened (likely to become endangered in Canada if the factors affecting its situation do 
not become reversed): 62 species, including 8 mammals, 9 birds, 30 plants, and 15 fish, reptiles 

an «*Vulnerable ^not a threatened species, but particularly at risk because of low or declining 
numbers, occurrence at the fringe of its range or in restricted areas, or for some other reason): 
118 species including 22 mammals, 22 birds, 29 plants, and 45 fish, reptiles and amphibians. 



Mid-June Ontario smog prompted advisories 

Air pollution across southern Ontario reached such high levels in mid-June that air quality 
advisories were issued by both Environment Canada and the Ontario government. 

On June 18 in Windsor, two monitoring stations recorded air quality levels of 60 and 61 on a 
scale established by Ontario’s environment ministry. Values above 50 are considered poor, with 
values below 32 deemed to be acceptable. 

The main factor in the smog was ground-level ozone, a human produced pollutant that is of 
concern for people who have asthma and respiratory problems. The Canadian Press reports that 
even people with no history of lung diseases may have experienced eye irritation and sluggish- 


Alternatives to paper made from trees 

As increasing numbers of trees are cut down to produce paper, other plants are being seen as 
alternatives. Sierra Magazine reports that: 

• on a per acre basis, kenaf, a relative of cotton, can produce nine times more pulp per year than 

• hemp (or marijuana) was a main ingredient of paper until about 100 years ago, but has been 
illegal in Canada since 1923. However, hemp can produce four times more pulp per acre than 
trees, and does not require bleaching. It can also be grown almost anywhere without the need 
for pesticides. . 


Litigation, Continued from Page 7 

disbelief to Chief Justice Allan McEachem’s 
judgement which was later condemned as “eth¬ 
nocentric” by the U.N. Commission on Hu m a n 
Rights; we watched as the B.C. Court of Appeal 
backed McEachem in a narrow 3-2 decision; we 
gained leave to appeal to the Supreme Court; and 
we saw many of the original litigants die and 
their hereditary names, along with the battle for 
justice, be carried on by others.” 

The stated objective of the Gitksan and 




PEACE RIVER, AB 
(403)624-4646 Fax: 624-8620 


Wet’suwet’en people is to gain jurisdiction, own¬ 
ership and self-government over their traditional 
territories. They have never lost sight of this 
objective. They never will. 

For more information contact Sat’san (Herb 
George), at 842-6511, 847-3630 (work), or 842- 
6042 (home); AxNo’osxw (Gordon Sebastian), at 
842-5812,842-6511 (work), or 847-9224 (home); 
or Maas Gaak (Don Ryan), at 842-6511 (work), or 
842-6052 (home). 
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PRO FIREARMS RALLY 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, 1994, 1:00 P.M. 

OLDS AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY FAIRGROUNDS 

52ND AVENUE AND 52ND STREET 
OLDS, ALBERTA 
Sponsored by: 

Responsible Firearms Owners Of Alberta 

We the Responsible, Law Abiding Firearms Owners are fed up with 
the Discrimination, Criticism and Restrictions proposed by Ill 
Informed Politicians, Special Interest Groups and The Misinformed 
People of Canada. 

Attend our Rally and Be Counted. It is time to call a halt to the 
legislation currently being proposed by the Government of Canada. 

We will have a number of well informed people 
who will speak on the following subjects: 

1. Current Proposals for Rifle and Shotgun Registration and 
Conditions for Ammunition Purchases. 

2. Proposed Banning of ALL Firearms in Urban Areas. 

3. Present F.A.C. Procedures are Discriminatory — 

A COMPLETE REVIEW is needed. 

4. Provincial Control of Firearms Legislation. 

5. Tougher Punishment for Firearms Related Crimes — 

No Plea Bargaining. 

6. Review of Restricted Firearms Identification Plans and 
Procedures. 

Memberships $5.00 — No F.A.C. Required 



“BALANCING VALUES FOR A FUTURE” 

Q_ 

ENVIRONMENT 


WATER 

^ M/ CONFERENCE 



A FIRST NATIONS PARTNERSHIP CONFERENCE 
ON WATER AND THE ENVIRONMENT 


September 13,14 & 15,1994 
COAST TERRACE INN - EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
Keynote Address: Robert Kennedy Jr. 

Conference Purpose: An intensive three (3) day working session to 
allow first Nations, Federal and Provincial Governments, and industry 
to discuss and resolve Water and Environment concerns of First 
Nations in Canada through balancing of values for a better future. 
Conference Program: Topics at this Conference shall include: 

WATER MANAGEMENT - QUANTITY AND QUALITY 

• Water Diversions 

• Water Conservation 

• Groundwater Contamination 

• Federal and Provincial Government Initiatives 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

• Water Safety 

• Environmental Monitoring 

• Environmental Protection 

• Federal and Provincial Government Initiatives 

For Information: Colette L’Hirondelle, phone 939-5887, fax 939-6166 
Registration fee: $300. • after August 1: $350. 

Please make cheques payable to 
First Nations Conference Planning Group, 

P. O. Box 510, Morinville, Alberta TOG 1P0 


rwTRAVELLERS 



MOTOR HOTEL 




BANQUET & MEETING ROOM FACILITIES 

COME PLAY WITH US” 

SKI - GOLF - SWIM - HEALTH CLUB 
COMPLIMENTARY PASSES TO 
PEACE RIVER'S FINEST RECREATION FACILITIES 

f 624-3621 ) 

FAX LINE 624-4855 


paul band ALL-NATIVE 
GOLF TOURNAMENT 

< AT THE PICTURESQUE IRONHEAD 

GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB 

DUFFIELD, ALBERTA 
5 ron 2 eaop JULY 23 and 24,1994 

► Held at M« same (deadline for entries July 20, 1994) 

► time at tU PAM 



BAND INDIAN 
DAySI 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Pro Shop (403) *924653 Clubhouse (403) 892-2909 
— ENTRY FEES- 


MEN - *150°° LADIES -*150°° JUNIORS—HOP 00 

► 36 HOLE TOURNAMENT SHOTGUN START 

► Hole-in-1 prizes! KP prizes! Jackpot KP’s 

► HORSERACE AND BAR-B-Q STEAK ON SATURDAY 
\ yATATATATAT“JACKP0T” for long drivesT AT AT AT AV AT 
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The Arts 


Zellers backs First Nations 
musicians 

Wapistan, Seventh Fire, Murray Porter — their music is soothing, it’s 
inspiring, and it’s highly entertaining. These talented individuals are 
speaking volumes to a growing audience ofNatives and non-Natives alike 
And they love what they hear. 

The growing popularity of these First Nations musicians has created a 
demand for marketing outlets. This demand is being met enthusiastically 
with a major marketing initiative by Zellers stores across Canada. The 
initiative, which will result in an increasing awareness of many talented > 
Native artists, is the result of a cooperative venture by First Nations 
Music, Wawatay Recordings, EMI Music Canada, Saturn Distributing 
Inc. and Zellers. 

Vic Wilson, president of First Nations Music/Wawatay Recordings, has 
this to say: “We are very pleased that the good people at Zellers and Saturn 
Distributing have embraced the music of First Nations Music Artists. 
Their commitments to help bring awareness of these artists, is testimonial 
to the advancement of the culture, through the music, of Canada’s Native 
People.” 

“We sincerely believe all the efforts put forth with this initiative, will 
bring the music that much closer to the realization it deserves.” 

The First Nations Music Artist Program involving 125 participating 
Zellers locations across Canada, will feature the complete catalogue of I 
Artists (Lawrence Martin, Murray Porter, Seventh Fire and The Music : 
from the Legends Project, I am an Eagle), specially priced and promi¬ 
nently displayed in each participating location’s music department. 

The program will begin Mid-July, and be fully supported with a major 
media campaign reaching in excess of 1,000,000 readers, listeners and 
Zellers Shoppers across Canada. 

The campaign will focus on feature advertising in a number of promi¬ 
nent publications including Alberta Native News and Western Native 
News. 

Zellers will also have sponsorship of the CFWE FM “Ray Fox All Request 
Show” which runs weekly, on Sunday’s from 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM, and is 
broadcast nationally on Canada’s Aboriginal Radio Network. “The Ray 
Fox All Request Show” reaches more than 300 Aboriginal communities 
across Canada with an audience of over 500,000 people tuning in every . 
week. 

The July and August sponsorship will feature over 300 Zellers Promos 
and more than 1300 x 30 second produced radio commercials, featuring 
the First Nations Artists, specially priced, at participating Zellers loca- 



Wache Ay Wache Ay 

by Wapistan 

A few years back I was invited to perform at the Northern Lights 
Festival in Sudbury. 

When I arrived, I was told that I was to perform as one of the Native 
artists and the organizers emphasized that I sing my Native songs. 

I thought to myself, “My Native songs?... What Native songs?... I don’t 
have any Native songs — boy oh boy — What am I going to sing?’ 

Later that day, I opened my guitar case. Inside my eagle feather was 
folded in a handkerchief; and I slowly unfolded it. I sat there and prayed 
with the eagle feather, asking the Creator to help me. 

As I placed the eagle feather back into the guitar case, a song slowly 
came to me “Wacheay Wacheay Dudemn” —Hmmm I thought, sounds 
like an Indian song to me! 

From that moment on the song just continued to flow and that night 
at the festival, I sang “Wacheay” and received a standing ovation. 

Since that time “Wacheay” has touched many people, and I am now 
called “The Wacheay Man” by the elders in the north. 
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International arts festival 
slated for Calgary 

by Dale Stelter 


From August 13 to 21, the Sixth Annual Inter¬ 
national Native Arts Festival will be held in 
Calgary. A wide variety of activities and events 
are planned, so the festival will be sure to hold 
something of interest for everybody. 

The Cultural Days portion will run for the 
entire length of the festival, and each day a tipi 
will be raised in front of Bankers Hall, located at 
315 - 8th Avenue S.W. This will be accompanied 
by dancing each day, art demonstrations, enter¬ 
tainment, and workshops on such things as hide 
tanning and arrowhead making. There will also 
be cultural and event information available in¬ 
side the tipi. 

An Art Exhibit and Sale will run from August 
17 to 21, in Bankers Hall. There will be paint¬ 
ings, carvings, sculptures and mixed media works 
from artists of Aboriginal heritage from North, 
South and Central America. A display of 
Native art from inmates in the prison system in 
Alberta, entitled Creation in Captivity , and an 
exhibit of art from children from the Morley 
Nation and Hobbema, will both run for the length 
of the festival. Both events will take place at 
Bankers Hall. 

On the evening of August 19, an auction of 
Native art, sculpture and mixed media will take 
place at the Westward Inn. This will include a 
silent auction and entertainment, and will be 
accompanied by a fashion show featuring Native 
designers. 

The Literary Presentations portion of the festi¬ 
val will feature Native authors reading their 
works at Bankers Hall and at various book¬ 
stores. On the evening of August 18, a special 
evening of literary reading and performance will 
take place in the Bankers Hall auditorium. 



21 

nars and workshops—is free. Admission to the 
concert is $19.00. 

On August 21, Closing Day, the festival will 
finish off with a mini pow wow. 

The International Native Arts Festival has 
come a long ways since its first staging, when 
2,000 people attended. Each year, the festival 
attracted more artists and more participation, so 
that last year’s attendance reached a high of 
about 12,000 people. 

For further information on the festival, you can 
phone (403) 233-0022, or fax 233-7681. The mail¬ 
ing address is P.O. Box 502, Station M, Calgary, 
AB.T2P2J1. 
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A number of special seminars >/ill be held 
during the festival, featuring such topics as “Glo¬ 
bal Awareness”, “Native Awareness”, and “Sym¬ 
bolism in Native Art”. 

On the evening of August 20, a concert of 
Native entertainment at the Jack Singer Con¬ 
cert Hall will feature a number of permormers, 
including George Tuccaro, Oti and Crystal Raven, 
and Juno Award-winner Wapistan, or Lawrence 
Martin. The concert will serve as a fund-raiser, 
since admission to all events—including the semi- 

JINGLES - LIDS - $15.00 U.S. PER 100 

NO MORE LIPS TO CUT OFF! FREE CATALOG WITH ORDER 
— FEATHERS • CONCHOS • LEATHER • BEADS 

HAIRPIPES • SKULLS • FRINGES BELLS & MOR E 

SEND ONLY $3.00 U.S. FOR OUR 88 PAGE CATALOG 

STEVE EAGLES 

BOX 88142, ANN. CO. SPRGS. 

COLORADO 80908 
(-495-0798 / FAX - 719-495-0879 

I Head Flags - 3'» 5' - SI6.95 Postage Included. 




te Native Leaders 

Bedrock 
Su PPly Ltd/ 5 

• Wood and Soapstone Carving Supplies 
• Jewelery Craft Supplies and Findings 
• Quartz Crystals and Gemstones 
9617 - 63 Ave., Edmonton, AB 

( 403 ) 434-2040 


s§ Artists! Writers! 

If you are an artist or writer 
and would like to make 
some $ in your spare time, 
Alberta Native News 
is seeking correspondents. 
Please enclose a sample 
when applying. . 
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Alberta Native News 

#330, Canada Trust Building, 
10036 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, ABT5J2W2 

(403)421-7966 
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Aboriginal Arts Program Co-ordinator 

Circle Vision Arts Corporation is a non-profit Saskatchewan Aboriginal arts and 
cultural service organization. Working under the direction of the Executive 
Director, the program Co-ordinator will be responsible for managing the 
publication of the Talking Stick First Nations Arts Magazine, facilitating and 
managing Aboriginal arts presentation and professional development, program 
management committees, funding acquisition, Aboriginal arts and cultural 
research and policy planning, and providing arts and cultural consultation and 
advocacy as required. 

A Bachelor of Arts or 4 years experience in a related field is preferred. 
Candidates of Aboriginal ancestry will be given preference. A knowledge of one 
or more Aboriginal languages is an asset. 

Contact: Robin Brass, Chairperson, Circle Vision Arts Corporation 
2114 College Avenue, Regina, Sask. S4P 1C5 
Telephone (306) 780-9242, Fax (306) 780-9443 
Deadline: Monday, August 1,1994 


■■INTERNATIONAL NATIVE ARTS FESTIVAL! 

August 20 Highlight - Concert of Native Entertainment- 
A fund-raising gala will be held at the Jack Singer Concert Hall in Calgary, at 8:00 pjn. 
Featuring George Tuccaro, David Campbell, Allpa Kallpa, Art Napleon, Oti and Crystal Raven, plus a sur 
special guest star to be named August 1st. Tickets are $19.00 and are available through Ticketmaster. 


CULTURAL DA YS: August 13 ■ 21 
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Teachings from the 
Longhouse 

By Chief Jacob Thomas and Terry Boyle 

Illustrations by Randell Hill 

Published by Stoddart Publishing Co. Limited, 

Toronto, ON 

149 p., $17.95 



Review by John Copley 


Native traditionalist, Chief Jacob Thomas’ lit¬ 
erary conspiracy with author Terry Boyle may 
well prove to be something more than educa¬ 
tion al. In fact, for the first time in recent history, 
the revelations of Seneca prophet, Sganyadairyoh 
(Handsome Lake), have surfaced in a language 
that all can understand. Readers interested in 
Native culture now have the opportunity to gain 
even more insight into Aboriginal wisdom, life- 




j Peace Hills Trust 

takes pride in encouraging Native Artists 
to develop, preserve and express their 
culture through our 
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styles and religious beliefs. 

Born in the Seneca village of Ganawagas, New 
York, in 1735, Handsome Lake grew up during 
troubled times for the Iroquois Nation. Before 
he’d reached his fortieth birthday his nation was 

structure, a reduction in lands, the spread of 
disease, razing and pillaging of their villages and 
an overall dominant white society were some of 
iany contrib 


roquois Natioi 


of alcohol that played the most devastating role. 
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a nation of people. II 
esight of an Indian proph 
itill followed today. 

The Iroquois Six Nations, made up of the 
Seneca, Cayuga, Onondaga, Mohawk, Oneida 
and Tuscarora Tribes, had been the governors of 
a vast territory that extended (1620-1779) from 
the southern region of the Allegheny and 
Susquehanna rivers to the northern district of 
Lake Ontario. Iroquois territory also included 
the area surrounding Lake Erie (west) as well as 
the land eastward to the Hudson River. 

Boyle’s collaboration with Chief Thomas delves 
into the history of the region and offers some real 
insight into the people and their customs. Al¬ 
though the main focus of the book probes the 
legends, visions and life of Handsome Lake, the j 
trials and tribulations of the Native people in. J 
eastern Canada and the United States are also 
brought to attention. 

Handsome Lake created a i 



thing very different to stud, 
dotes are tales of Gohtgon or 
duced to the Iroquois by the / 
medicinal herbs, their ui 
cance to Native cu’' 

Aboriginal dances 
ity and their pow< 

Handsome Lake taught”his beliefs for more 




than 16 years ar 


ingback into the lives of his people. He taught his 
nation the new ways by using old methods and 
encouraged them to roll with the punches and 
not to succumb to the whims of evil. His philoso- 
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Health & the Healing Journey 


Local Band takes initiative to confront violence 


by Heather Andrews Miller 

Aboriginal people across Canada are becoming alarmed at the growth of 
violence in their communities, and an Edmonton-area Indian Band is 
doing something constructive about it. 

“The Louis Bull Community Services are hosting the first annual 
Violence in Our Society conference, in order to learn more about this 
growing plague,” says Jonathan Fox. As co-ordinator for the August 10 to 
12 conference, he has already received over 200 registrations from Abo¬ 
riginal individuals and organizations who also recognize the need to 
address the destruction that violence can wreak among families and 
communities alike. 

“We have to face up to the causes and effects of violence, before it gets out 
of hand, and this conference is the first step,” he says. 

The conference is being held at the Chief Peter Bull Memorial Centre on 
the Louis Bull Indian Reserve, located an hour’s drive south of Edmonton. 
“More registrations are coming in daily from all across Canada,” says Fox. 
He will have to cut off the attendance at 1000 as the conference and 
accommodation facilities will not hold any more delegates. 

“Traditionally, violence has been a topic which people found it hard to 
talk about. But it is becoming such a problem, and touches so many areas 
of our lives that everyone feels the need to get involved,” says Fox. 

The idea for the conference grew from a similar convention Fox attended 
in Tyler, Texas earlier this year. “We acknowledged there that violence is 
a universal issue and people are anxious to learn ways to prevent the 
underlying causes, before they break out into acts of abuse,” he says. 

Special keynote speakers come from a variety of geographical areas and 
occupational expertise. On the opening day of the conference, keynote 
speaker Robert Benefield from the Louisiana State University will set the 
tone with a discussion on violence prevention programs to reduce youth 
violence, followed later in the day by workshops on elder abuse, fetal 
alcohol syndrome and child sexual abuse. 

Thursday sessions will feature Peter Banks from the National Centre 
for Missing and Exploited Children in Virginia who will lead a session 
i addressing missing children from the law enforcement perspective. 

Deborah Matthews, the Child and Adolescence Co-ordinator at the 
, Worcester County Mental Health centre in Salisbury, Maryland will talk 
about the effects of family violence on children within the home. Friday’s 
featured sessions will include mental abuse, dating violence and taking 
care of the care takers. 

Local organizations are involved too. Forums will be hostedby the Louis 
Bull Police and Louis Bull Education, and local elders will have their 
session as well. “Nayo-Skan Human Resources from Hobbema will be 
facilitating several sessions, including one on residential school syndrome 
with David Headman. And local Child Protection Worker Marie Moonias 
will lead discussion on family violence from a Louis Bull perspective,” says 
Fox. Not only do they have much to offer, but through networking local 



groups will learn from the other organi¬ 
zations, and share their programs and 
successes. 

“The areas affected are vast and range 
from violence in our homes to women’s 
rights to child pornography,” says Fox. 
Some aspect of violence from between 
these extremes touches every area of 
our lives, and the treatment must begin 
at home. We must learn how to recog¬ 
nize the underlying causes and how to 
change them, he states. 

With the theme of the conference be¬ 
ing Education, our Best Prevention , or- 
, , . ganizers hope that after the three days, 

delegates will be better able to recognize the causes of violence, and have 
programs to put into place to deal with it. 

As Fox says, “We want everyone to take back to their home communities 
programs which will reduce drug abuse and other factors which cause the 
violence. Without knowledge and support, we are standing alone. But 
together, armed with the educational tools we will gain at the conference, 
we can begin to make a difference.” 
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STONEV MEDICINE LODGE 

NATIVE ALCOHOLISM RECOVERY CENTRE 

A Treatment Centre for Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Located on the 1A Highway, 

30 km west of Cochrane i I 

r-Sr-JLt-o._ilVJL ill 

P.0. Box 1287, Cochrane,, Alberta T0L 0W0 


■jL- Located 


(403) 932-5333 


Honouring our Q\{gtive leaders ~ your commitment 
and dedication wifi ensure a secure future for our people... 
(Mfty the Creator continue to bfess you -with -wisdom and vision, 


The Board of Directors, Management & Staff 

KAPOWN CENTRE 


- Chemical dependency services directed toward people 16 years of age; 

- Minimum 6 week residential program. 

- “Total Person" Concept utilized 

- Continuous intake. 

- 24-hour in-patient care 

- Patients are required to have the following ite 

- suitable clothing for indoor and outdoor use 

- two pairs of footwear, one for indoors and one for outdoors 

- completed admission forms 

- current medical reports 

- transportation, financial and personal affairs must be arranged prior 



- advance notice of an 


so pick-up can be dom 


General Delivery 
Grouard, Alberta TOG ICO 

Phone: (403)751-3921 
Fax: (403) 751-3831 




4t *9Ust io, ll & 12, x99 * 

Education, our best Prevention 

CHIEF PETER BULL MEMORIAL CENTRE 
HOBBEMA, ALBERTA 


Adults Molested as Children 
Alcohol & Drug Abuse 
Child Abuse& Neglect 
Child Pornography 
Child Sexual Abuse 
Cultural Awareness/ 

Family Wellness 
Dating Violence 
Domestic Violence 


Effects of Family Violence 
on Children 

Elder's Forum 
Family Violence 
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 
Mental Abuse 
Missing Children 
Prevention of 
Family Violence 


Residential School Syndrome 


Taking Care of the 
Care Takers 
Victims of Violence 
Violence Prevention 


For more information and registration contact: 

Jonathan Fox 

at Louis Bull Community Services, Box 130, Hobbema, AB TOC 1N0 
Phone 585-3978 or Edmonton Direct 423-2064 • Fax 585-3799 
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We salute our Chiefs and Leaders in their efforts 
to guide the healing of our people 



A message from Director Eval Lariviere 
and staff of 

MISTAHEY MUSQUA 
TREATMENT CENTRE 

Box 404, Loon Lake, SK SOM 1L0 
Phone:(306)837-2184 • Fax:(306)837-4414 


LAKELAND REGIONAL 
HEALTH AUTHORITY 
IMPORTANT HEALTH NOTICE 


The Regional Health Authority has recently been appointed by the 
Minister of Health of Alberta to govern and manage a restructured 



As you are aware, hospital, public health and long term care services 
which were previously delivered by over 20 boards within this region 
will now be delivered by one Regional Board. This Regional Health 
Authority by September, 1994 must prepare a three-year business plan 
which will set out the manner in which health care services will be 
delivered in the region. These services will be governed by what the 
public requires and what the public can afford. 

THE BOARD WELCOMES YOUR WRITTEN INPUT OR 
RECOMMENDATIONS TOTHE PLANNING PROCESS BY JULY 


SUBMIT TO: LAKELAND REGIONAL HEALTH AUTHORITY, 
BOX 248, SMOKY LAKE, AB, TOA 3C0 FAX: (403) 656-3768 



New Programs For 
Children At Risk 

Six new projects are under way to address the 
social and health needs of Alberta’s high risk 
children and their families. 

The communities of Fishing Lake Metis Settle¬ 
ment, Pincher Creek and Crowsnest Pass, High 
Prairie and the M.D. of Smokey River will be 
expanding their programs to improve the quality 
of services offered to young children (0 to 6 years) 
who are at risk and their families. 

The Fishing Lake project will address social, 
cultural, health and economic issues through a 
community healing process. This process will be 
a building block upon which a comprehensive 
plan will be formulated to serve children aged 
0-6. . , 
The communities of Pincher Creek and 
Crowsnest Pass will, under the auspices of the 
Napi Friendship Centre, unite and develop a 
special program for young, single mothers, im¬ 
prove counselling services on high risk issues 
and the development of early intervention strat¬ 
egies. ^ ., 

In High Prairie, sponsors propose to open the 
community development process to all members 
of the community including Aboriginal groups. 
The Childrens Resource Centre will increase 
knowledge, acceptance and understanding of is¬ 
sues involving children at risk. 

In the M.D. of Smokey River a Task Force will 
use the community development project to better 
coordinate services for children at risk and their 
families. They will establish relevant partner¬ 
ships and identify gaps and overlaps in service. 


AFN Grand Chief, 

Continued from Page 3 

Grand Chief. The morning after his triumph 
Mercredi was under attack once again. This time 
the rapid-fire accusations came from Dene Grand 
Chief William Erasmus who attacked his leader 
for failure to show up at policy meetings the 
morning afterthe election. “Where’s Ovide,” asked 
Erasmus. “We’re here talking to ourselves. They 
said Ovide will change. Well he hasn’t. He is 
resting. We’re all tired but we showed up.” 

Mercredi defended his failure to show up for 
the morning policy meeting saying that after 
being up for more than 24 hours, he’d completed 
morning television interviews thenhadbeenone 
of the first to arrive for the scheduled meeting, 
but took a nap in the Elders lounge when it was 
apparent that many other chiefs had also slept 
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The project includes a program of 
awareness, sensitization to issues of poverty i 
risk, and the production of a resource manual 

In each of these communities there will be a 
increase in service delivery to high risk childre 
aged 0 to 6 and their families. 

These projects, as well as two others will 
ceive funding by the federal and Alberta goveq 
ments through the Community Action Progra 
for Children (CAPC). 

The six new projects, at an investment 
$203,825, brings to 18 the number of Alber 
projects approved under the CAPC. To dal 

i-r i.i ^1 1 _ 1_ *11 OQRnfH 


Health Canada has provided $11,472,985 of tl 
$17.4 million available through the program. 

The CAPC, part of the federal governmen 
February 1994 Child Development Initiate 
helps communities and organizations develrl 
on-going programs or services to address con£J 
tions of risk during the earliest years of a chiltwj 
life. The focus of the program is prevents! 
education and intervention activities. 



“That was a marathon election,” he ^ 
attending media. “It ended at 1:30 in the mo“ 
ing and it was strenuous for everyone. I thil 
most people slept in, but that’s not unusual.' 

In his acceptance speech, Mercredi admitted! 
making some mistakes during his tenure b 
assured the assembly that he’d keep on fightii 
to ensure that the Chretien government ’ 
oured its commitment toward attaining 
government for his people. Clad in a beautil 
full-length ceremonial headdress, Mercredi I 
a warning for the Liberal government. In a qu 
but steady voice he said he had a message | 
Chretien. “I want to say to the Prime Minist 
Canada - the chiefs are coming.” 

Mercredi reiterated his pre-election words w« 
he promised the assembly that housing, edu 
tion and a fulfilment of self-government woul< 
the key areas of concentration in the days imi 
diately following his re-election as leader of Ca 
da’s Indian people. 


/a?'? * Sr WESTERN HERITAGE SERVICE 

\ Ti ' S Sr SB PROFESSIONAL RESEARCH Historical and Archeological 

\563 - 5th Avenue North, Saskatoon, SK S7K 2R1 Phone (306) 975-3862 Fax (306) 934-2572 


NORTHEASTERN m. m„ 

ABORIGINAL / /W\\ T A t^Xu^ 

PATHWAYS I 1 

ASSOCIATION l J 

P.O.Box 5207, \ / luAtrlhp u KT 

FortMcMurrav,ABT9H3G3 C . ,0 Ph.(403)697-3811 Fax( 403 )697-395C 


thanks to all Aboriginal leaders for their efforts on our behalf, from 

-L^aCr society of aboriginal 

Mpgy ADDICTIONS RECOVERY 

• To*promote and enhance a high level of preventive services 
with respect to alcohol and drug abuse 

• To encourage and promote the development of alcohol and 
drug abuse treatment programs for Aboriginal Peoples 

• To encourage and promote the development of suitable 
training standards and programs for professionals and others 
involved in the treatment of Aboriginal Peoples suffering from 
alcohol and drug addiction or abuse 


Special Housing Next to Healthcare Facility... 

If you or a family member have difficulty in managing day to day living because of a 

including choices of personal care needs, housekeeping, meals and laundry, can also 
be purchased as needed by the individual. A monthly fee is charged to cover an 
emergency call system to the hospital, as well as general yard and home upkeep. 

Floor plans of the individual homes range from a one bedroom to a three bedroom suite and are built to 
allow independence of movement, even if in a wheelchair, throughout the home. Prices for these units 
range from $68,000 to $104,000. 

call Betty Anne Greenwall at 361-7114. 


ZEE MEDICAL 

SERVICE fey 

, oV v Calgary, ABT2H1K3 W4 

fpS* 1-800-661-1491 Fax (403) 253-1925 a ^ gill 

PROUD TO SERVE A FIRST NATION CLIENTELE puJgM 1 

Deanna J. Greyeyes - Executive Director 

Tel: (403)253-6232 Fax: (403) 252-9210 

Toll Free in Canada and U.S.A. 1-800-563-4067 
410, 8989 MacLeod Trail, S.W., Calgary, AB T2H 0M2 
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Drug abuse rampant among Natives, says Herald 



An extensive ten day investigation by the 
Calgary Herald has determined that prescrip¬ 
tion drug abuse is rampant among Native people 
residing in southern Alberta. The report says 
that the investigation showed that “hundreds if 
not thousands” of Native people are abusing the 
system—a system which allows them to pur¬ 
chase prescription drugs—often many times a 
day and from a variety of doctors. 

The investigation of prescription drug abuse 
itered around a Calgary doctor who many 
ve condemned for his practice of allegedly 
nding out the prescriptions to as many as 100 
Dple per day. 

The focus of the investigation centered around 
Dr. D. O. David, an Alberta physician who oper¬ 
ates out of the Franklin Mall Medical Clinic in 
Calgary. One of the many things that the inves¬ 
tigation brought to light was that “at least 15 of 
David’s patients have died in the past three and 
one half years of overdoses, suicides and other 
pill-related deaths.” 

Val Congden, a doctor with the Eden Valley 


Reserve near Longview claims that many of the 
deceased had not been ill but instead received 
the pills because they were addicted to them. 
“When somebody sees a patient who drives twice 
a week 100 kilometres to get pain pills, he should 
be suspicious—and the pharmacy should be too 
...When we phone to get information on the 
deaths, David’s office won’t cooperate.” 

President of the 1200 member Alberta College 
of Family Physicians and Surgeons, Dr. Joan 
Horton, says she is disgusted with the matter 
and intends to do something about it. “It’s evi¬ 
dent that he abuses the system. It’s almost be¬ 
come a personal vendetta. I have to do something 
about that man.” She added that she didn’t 
“understand how he (David) still has his licence; 
it’s a shame that it hasn’t been revoked.” 

And southern Alberta is not alone in its prob¬ 
lem with prescription drugs. In an interview 
with Don Retson of the Edmonton Journal , a 
former band councillor and social worker on the 
Heart Lake Reserve near Lac La Biche, says it 
was just by chance that a seven year old child and 
a great grandmother in her late 80’s were saved 
from death by overdose. “If nobody had found 
them, they would have died,” said former em¬ 
ployee, Jennie Ladouceur. Ladouceur said that 
at that time—about two years ago, band mem¬ 
bers took advantage of free transportation and 
that some would go for prescription drugs “just 
about every day of the week” and come back with 
prescription refills for drugs which included 
halcion, valium and other drugs. 

Since that time band members have consoli¬ 
dated to try and bring a stop to the drug problem 
which had escalated to serious levels. Lena 
Leeman, one of the community health repre¬ 
sentatives of the Heart Lake Band says that she 
feels that drug abuse is used as a method for 
Natives to contend with the animosity that many 
carry around inside them. “They feel like the 
problems aren’t there when they’re taking these 
prescription drugs.” 

Normie Trottier, Treatment Director at 
Poundmaker Lodge, the renowned drug and al¬ 
cohol treatment facility, says the problem with 
doctors over-prescribing is common. Trottier told 
Retson that several Native communities have 
complained to medical authorities but little has 
been done. 

“It’s so easy to get them (prescription drugs). 
All they have to do is go into any medi-centre, 
claim they have these different symptoms and 
get them,” he added. 


The Alberta College of Physicians and Sur¬ 
geons has confirmed that it is investigating two 
doctors in the province for alleged prescription 
drug abuse but would not make further comment 
on the matter of Dr. David. Dr. David was una¬ 
vailable for comment saying that the matter 
would be left to his legal counsel. 


PHARMASAVE 


DRUGSTORES 

• Located throughout Alberta • 

A ifiecLal laluU to- ail Ylatioe, IzadeAA, 


“It’s a good time to get Pharmasaved” 


Eden’s Funeral 
Home ^ 




(Est. (1958) By Frank W. Eden) ’ 


icher Creek, Alta., P.O. Box 924 T0K 1W0 * 
Phone: (403) 627-3131 
0^ Dennis Novak 

irt MacLeod, Alla., P.O. Box 755 T0L0Z0 
Phone: (403) 553-3772 
Dennis Novak 

tg the Native Communities of Southern Alberta 


PIONEER MUSEUM 

OF GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB 
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WE SALUTE THE CHIEFS AND LEADERS! 


Yellowhead Tribal 
Services Agency 

QAie take tills oppoitfuitily to encouitage 
ouit^eadeiis in tlrei/i e^oftfs to guide 
UtekaCingoJ oun peopde 


Yellowhead Tribal Services Agency 

#307 Wesgrove Building, 131 - 1st Avenue 
Spruce Grove, AB T7X 2Z8 
Phone (403) 962-0303 Fax (403) 962-9363 


INUVIALUIT REGIONAL CORPORATION 

P. O. Box 2120, 107 Mackenzie Road, INUVIK, NWT, Canada XOE 0T0 
Phone (403) 979-2737 Fax (403) 979-2135 



CELEBRATING THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE INUVIALUIT FINAL AGREEMENT 


We salute our Leaders in Iheir efforts lo guide the healing of our people, from 

9{ative horizons Treatment Centre Inc. 


A PLACE TO BEGIN YOUR HEALING JOURNEY 



MACKENZIE HOTEL 

INUVIK’S FIRST HOTEL 


Wf to/,.re the First Nations Chiefs and Mens Leaders m Saskatchewan: 

^ IN MOOSE JAW, SASKATCHEWAN 

GROCERIES • PRODUCE • DELI MEAT 
- MARKET SPEC/ALT ^ e f C ^^ d ~T y - 

Phone (306) 692-1516 468 LILLOOET ST. WEST, MOOSE JAW, SI 


ilH 

a dare in their effortr. to guide the heating of our peopte. 

KATIMAVIK CENTRE INC. 

“(ALCOHOL & DRUG PROGRAM)” 

n 

^ .COUNSELLING SERVICES 

i • EMERGENCY CRISIS SHELTER AVAILABLE 

. OUT PATIENT PROGRAMS 

^ CALL 983-2133 OR983-2129 : 

OR FAX 983-2503 

KATIMAVIK CENTRE INC. 

P.O. BOX 81 • CAMBRIDGE BAY . XOE OCO 
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Housing students graduate 


Ten Saskatchewan students graduated this 
summer from the Metis Housing Administration 
Program, a training program for Metis people in 
housing delivery and administration. The gradu¬ 
ates are Lloyd Bishop, Phyllis Durocher, Greg 
Hueser, Robert Lafontaine, Clifford Letendre, 
Winston McKay, Wayne Morin, Roger Parenteau, 
Byron Sayers, and Randy Whitford, all Sas¬ 
katchewan residents. 

The training program was launched in early 
1993 with the ten Metis students selected from 
almost 100 applications. The 16-month program 
was comprised of classroom education in 
Saskatoon and practical work experience. 

The program provided a basic foundation in all 
aspects of housing and covered such topics as 
housing programs, portfolio and property man¬ 
agement, contract administration, new house 
construction and federal/provincial relations. Stu¬ 
dents were also provided with practical business 
skills training such as report writing, oral com¬ 
munications, basic financial accounting and ba¬ 
sic counselling skills. 

Students also gained practical work experi¬ 


ence for eight months in various Saskatchewan 
centres. 

The program was developed and funded by 
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 
(CMHC), Saskatchewan Municipal Government 
Housing Division and the Metis Nation of Sas¬ 
katchewan (MNS). The pilot project was deliv¬ 
ered through the auspices of the Gabriel Dumont 
Institute of Native Studies and Applied Research. 

“The program was developed to increase the 
number of Aboriginal people employed in the 
housing industry. The students have shown a 
great deal of dedication and enthusiasm”, said 
Brian Dornan, General Manager of CMHC’s Prai¬ 
rie and Northwest Territories Region at the 
graduation ceremony. 

Gerald Morin, President of MNS, said his or¬ 
ganization is very pleased with the program. He 
stated, “On successful completion of the train¬ 
ing, the students have acquired the necessary 
skills and knowledge to assist with housing in 
our communities.” 

Several inquiries about the program have been 
received and the possibility of continuing the 
program is being pursued. 


YOomen 

& WELLNESS Conference V 


"A Gathering of the Women 

SEPTEMBER 25,26,27,1994 


SASKATOON INN 


First 1000 Registrants Accepted 
Registration-$250.00 

(at the door, personal cheques not accepted) 
Pre-Registration before September 9th - $100.00 
(money must be forwarded with registration) 

SPECIAL GUESTS AND SPEAKERS 


Sandi Sarri 
1-Deal Image 
High Prairie, AB 

Lenore Stiffarm 

SI farm SrAssoicates 
Lethbridge, Alberta 

Jane Middleton-Moz 

Clinical Psychology 
Bellevue, Washington 


Marlene McNab 
Facilitator 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 

Cecelia Firethunder 

Womens Advocate 
Marten, South Dakota 


Hobbema, Alberta 

REGISTRATION AT THE 
SASKATOON INN 
Saturday, September 24,1994 
from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (Pick up your kits) 



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25,1994 

'7:00 a.m. Pipe Ceremony 

9:00 - 9:15 Opening Prayer (TBA) 

9:15 ■ 9:30 Opening Address —Chief Daywalker 

9:30 -10:30 The Uniqueness ot Vou-Sandy Saari 


M.C.—Cecelia Firethunder, Others—TBA 




entation— Carry/ Wildcat 
s a Symptom — Martens McNabb 
Journey Through Oppression — Michelle Thrush 


One on one counselling and healing circ 


REGISTRATION 


Cancellation fee $25.00. Su 


Enclosed is $100.00 Cheque □ Money order C 
Women & Wellness Conference 
Box 220, Fort Qu'Appelle, Saskatchewan S0G ISO 
For more information call (306) 332-6377 or lax (306) 332-6007 
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Continued from Page 14 


20-odd acres that produce no tax revenue will 
continue to go on, undeveloped. 

“I think its pathetic and unfortunate.” 

Yeul says that the story has been quite differ¬ 
ent in Regina, where the mayor and city council 
“have been very clear that they support the 
project going ahead in either one or a half dozen 
locations.” 

Mick Ryan, casino development coordinator 
with the Federation of Saskatchewan Indians 
(FSIN), echoes Yeul. 

“There’s been some snags from time to time but 
its running along,” says Ryan, who observes that 
the Commission with its seven representatives, 
four from the government and three from the 
FSIN (Ray Ahenakew, Chief Barry Ahenakew 
and Chief Louis Taypotat) are, along with their 
technical assistants looking at sites and “devel¬ 
opment proponents” and will be looking soon at 
the operator RAP (request for proposal). 

“The operator should be selected within two 
months and construction should start almost 
immediately in Regina. I don’t know when in 
Saskatoon.” 

Ryan expressed concern over a proposed plebi¬ 
scite in the city on the topic of the casino which 
“would hold up Saskatoon considerably.” He is 
confident, however, that “initial snags can be 
ironed out.” 

Ryan says that the agreement negotiated by 
the FSIN with the provincial government en¬ 
sures 50 percent Native employment at the casi¬ 
nos, a figure that Ryan estimates could range 
between 750 and 900 employees. 

“The casino operation will be 45,000 square 
feet, 20,000 of which for gaming, the rest for 
shops, offices, restaurants, security offices and 
account rooms. There are guesstimates on the 
net profit revenue which would vary and depend 
on the operator but the numbers thrown out are 
between $80 to $150 million, but its hard to 
determine right now. The RFP has not yet gone 
out but we anticipate about a dozen replies antf 
we hope for the best casino operator in the busi- 

In the meantime, opposition to the casinos in 
Saskatoon and Regina try to rally signatures to 
block the project and government opposition 1 
leaders Liberal June Haverstock and Tory Bill 
Neudorf have questioned the speed of the gov¬ 
ernment in creating the Gaming Commission. 

Neudorf led a successful amendment to the 
government bill which forced all the elements in 
the casino project to receive the same percent¬ 
age—25—as the FSIN was allocated. Other 
groups involved are Metis, charities and exhibi¬ 
tion boards but their input has not been clearly 
defined, says Neudorf. 
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Native Education 


AVC graduates surveyed 



or distance from home, reputation of programs, 
small class sizes, high levels of responsiveness to 
individual student needs, and friendly environ¬ 
ment. The majority of Aboriginal graduates said 
their instructors were reasonably accessible out¬ 
side of the classroom. 

About 3 out of 4 Aboriginal graduates surveyed 
believed that their career prospects had im¬ 
proved as a result of their educational experience 
at AVC. For a full report, contact AVC’s Office of 
Research and Development at 623-5549. 


Alberta Vocational College (Lac La Biche) re¬ 
cently released the results of its Aboriginal Gradu¬ 
ate Employment Survey. The survey collected 
information on employment status, job title, lo¬ 
cation of employment, and continuing education 
of Aboriginal graduates. A total of 72 Aboriginal 
graduates from the four major program areas 
within the college (Business, Trades/Technical, 
Human Services, and Academic Upgrading) re¬ 
sponded to the One-Year Follow-up Study. Sixty- 
five percent of Aboriginal respondents received 
their training at the college’s main campus, while 
the remaining 35% completed their training at 
I various satellite locations. 

In all, 79% of Aboriginal graduates who en- 
' tered the labour force after graduation were 
Employed. A sizeable majority (70%) of the em¬ 
ployed graduates found training related employ¬ 
ment with an overwhelming majority (90%) work¬ 
ing full-time. When it comes to location of em¬ 
ployment, the vast majority of Aboriginal gradu¬ 
ates were employed in their communities. Some 
of the job titles cited by the employed respond¬ 
ents included: Dayhome Operator, Recreation 
Director, Band Administrator, Social Worker, 
Teacher Aide, Instructor, Community Health 


Representative, Service Mechanic, Cook, Youth 
Worker, and Counsellor Aide. 

How did employed Aboriginal graduates ob¬ 
tain their jobs? The following methods were 
cited: personal contacts (60%), AVC practicum 
(20%), friends or family (3%) and other methods 
(17%). Approximately 63% of employed respond¬ 
ents reported earning between $10-$15 per hour. 
Another 10% reported earning $15 or more per 
hour. F orty-six percent of all respondents weren’t 
looking for employment, and 79% of them were 
continuing their education at various colleges 
and universities. 

The study reveals a high level of satisfaction 
among graduates. For example, 92% of Aborigi¬ 
nal graduates rated their training at AVC as 
either excellent or good. Just about all Aborigi¬ 
nal graduates surveyed (99%) would recommend 
the college to others. Apart from the likelihood of 
getting a job, and excellent recommendations 
from former students, Aboriginal graduates cited 
other important factors that make AVC then- 
choice of college. The factors cited most often by 
them are: special academic programs, reason¬ 
able tuition, availability of financial assistance, 
dedicated instructors and counsellors, location 


year of progreael 

St. Michael’s College 

P. O. Box 10, 

Duck Lake, Sask. S0K1J0 / 


cultural events • sports: 



ABORIGINAL OWNED 




ABORIGINAL OWNED 


First Nations Clothing Co. Inc 

INCLUBEfPATHFINDER C SW^ATSHIRTT-^ T0LL FREE NUMBER 

. 1-800-216-2224 ... 

SIXTH FLOOR, 290 MDERMOTT AVENUE, WINNIPEG, MB R3B 0T2_PHONE (204) 942-3100 FAX (204) 949-0463 


ACADEMIC UPGRADING 
FOR ADULTS 

(basic and high school courses) 

DAY PROGRAM 


EVENING PROGRAM 
OCTOBER 11, 1994 - JANUARY 12,1995 

Participants can expect to complete one course during 
this period. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

Applicants may qualify for financial assistance from either 
Human Resources Development Canada (Canada 
Employment Centre) or Alberta Advanced Education and 
Career Development. 

Register early as these are quota programs. 


Centre for Community Education 

IBI augustana 


© % 

POWERLINE CONTRACTNG LTD. 


CONSTRUCTION 
& MAINTENANCE 

TRENCHING 
BACK HOE WORK 
PILE DIGGING 
CRANE SERVICE 
CABLE PLOUGHING 
BOX 1900 

KINDERSLEY, SASK. 
SOL ISO 

PHONE 

463-2494 

FAX NO. 463-6810 

After Hours Call: 

Joe res. 463-4401 
Wally res. 463-3700 


We salute the Chiefs 
of the first Rations 
In your leadership 
is our strength 
May the Creator 
continue 
to Bless you 
udth zinsdom. 
and vision... from 


NELSON HOUSE SCHOOL BOARD 

ik-u 

Ph: (204) 48 
Fax: (204) 41 




THE WINNIPEG SCHOOL DIVISION 
NO.1 

Child Guidance Clinic 
Invites applications for the position of 

SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKER 


to work as a member of a multi-disciplinary team providing services to 
children and schools in the Division's Inner City Unit. The successful 
applicant will be a graduate of a recognized University Program in 
Social Work and will have an understanding of the needs of inner city 
families. Experience in schools, consultations and clinical work would 
be an asset. Preference will be given to applicants who can speak an 
Aboriginal language. This is a part-time position lasting until June 30, 
1995. 

Interested applicants should submit a detailed resume outlining educa¬ 
tion and experience on or before 4:00 p.m. Friday, July 22, 1994 to: 

The Winnipeg School Division No.1 
Human Resources Department 
1577 Wall Street East 

_Winnipeg, Manitoba R3E 2S5_ 
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Politics and schools don’t mix 

by Joseph M. Kir ma n The results of that education system have devas- 

Before the coming of the Europeans, Natives tated several generations of Natives and the 
controlled their own education. The words of the results are still being felt. 

Elders, the wisdom of the Grandmothers and Today, Indian bands are taking control of their 

Grandfathers, the language, traditions and skills schools and a great historical injustice can now 
of the tribe and the observation of the seasons be overcome. But there are no guarantees. There 
and the animals as decreed by the Creator consti- are education problems never faced by the Grand- 
tuted the curriculum. The young people were mothers and Grandfathers of 300 years ago. 
surrounded by it and their education was part of These are problems created by forcing different 
the rhythm of living and participation in tribal tribal groups with differing traditional leader- 
life. It was an education as natural as breathing ship to share the same reserve. These problems 
and walking and it was part of the spiritual style have great potential for damaging band control- 
oftife. led schools and harming the education of the 

With the coming of the Europeans a foreign children. The problems come from band politics 
form of education was eventually forced upon that have caused bad feelings among the differ- 
Native people. The open and natural system of ent groups on the reserve. Why is it important to 
traditional Native education was replaced with keep the reserve school free of band politics? 
one of compulsion, restraint, and assimilation. It In any school, Indian or white, on or off the 

was a destructive system designed to cut-off reserve, when politics enters the school door 
Native children from traditional ways of life and education flies out the window. The children 
turn them into little second class white people, sense the atmosphere of disagreement entering 
their school. They become unruly, disruptive, 
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We lake this opportunity to salute our Leaders in their efforts 
to guide the healing of our people, from 

Manitoba Indian Cultural Education Centre 

O * 


Ph: (204) 942-0228 Fax: (204) 947-6564 


and disrespectful because their world 
moil and they are scared. The adults that provide 
their security now create insecurity. 

It is unnatural to expect normal development 
when an animal’s habitat is harmed. Tadpoles 
cannot develop into frogs when someone con¬ 
stantly stirs the water. Birds, deer and moose 
leave when something scares them. Can we ex¬ 
pect our children not to be affected when their 
habitat, the reserve school, is shaken by band 
politics? 

Politics can be avoided when the Chief and 
band council come to a decision on establishing 
the school. How is this done? 

Through policy, selection of the principal, sup¬ 
port of the principal, and selection of teachers. 
The following should be considered: 

1. There must be a policy for the operation of 
the school that virtually all members of the band 
agree upon. This helps to avoid a school policy 


We gladly salute thePirst Nations Chiefs and Metis Leaders of 

Alkerlafor their guidance toward making 1994ayear of progress, 

from STAN WOLOSHYN, mla 

and his staff at the Ston y Plain Constituency Office 
write to j 4995 - 53 Avenue I 

Box 1101, Stony Plain, AB TOE 200 (403) 963-1444 


change each time a new Chief and band council 
are elected. Constant policy changes or the fear 
of it can erode the morale of the teaching staff 
with serious consequences for the school. And 
don’t forget this policy must be put in writing. 

2. The principal should be acceptable to all o., 
the reserve. Such a person should be the very 
best that can be found. The principal should have 
extensive administrative experience, appropri¬ 
ate education, excellent references from all pre¬ 
vious employers, understanding and respect for 
Native culture, a love for Native children, a 
willingness to live on the reserve and make a life 
for his or her family there, a desire to become a 
part of the community, and to be totally neutral 
when it comes to band politics. 

All academic credentials and references 
be verified. This means that transcripts of the 
applicant’s university work must be sent directly 
from the university to the band council, and 
references must be contacted. Watch out for 
positive, but lukewarm references. This may 
mean something is not right but the referee is 
trying to be tactful in not saying or writing 
anything bad. The references given must be 
outstanding. Nothing less will do. 

The worst thing that can be done is to appoint 
someone because he or she is a friend or because 
Continued on page 29 








Treaty #3 

* CULTURAL 
TOURISM 
ASSOCIATION 

: PROVIDE UP TO DATE LISTINGS OF ALL ABORIGINAL 
EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES. OUR BROCHURE CAN BE 
FOUND AT TOURISM LOCATIONS IN THE AREA 
HOTLINE: 1-800-461-DRUM In Kenora 548-1074 


HIGH PRAIRIE R.C.S.S.D. #56 

REQUIRES: 

ONE CREE LANGUAGE & 
NATIVE STUDIES 

TEACHER/INSTRUCTOR GR. 3-12, 
COMMENCING AUGUST 29, 1994 

Must have spoken and written knowledge 
of the Cree language, culture and history. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Dorothy Cowell 
(403) 523-4595 or 523-2052 

SUBMIT APPLICATIONS TO: 

St. Andrew's School 
Box 789, High Prairie, Alberta TOG 1E0 


PART-TIME NATIVE STUDIES 
INSTRUCTOR 

Wages - 6 hours per week 
August 29 - November 18,1994 
December 19 - March 24,1995 


ity Degree in Native Studies 


S tbmit pplie l 


Alberta boxah 

Vocational Lac LaBiche, 
College " a 58 2 o C< 
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CONSIDER A BUSINESS CAREER 

In Secretary/Computer Applications 

(lac La Biche Program) 

• 39 week program 

• Computer training with current software 
• Personalized instruction 


Testing, Accommodations, Funding and 
Child Care Services. Call Toll Free: 310-0000 
and ask for AVC Lac La Biche 
Mon-Fri 8:15 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 


Alberta box4i 
V ocational 
College (403)1 
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Politics and schools 

Continued from page 28 


of band politics. Once this happens the principal 
becomes a controversial figure and will probably 
be fired when a new Chief and band council 
comes to power. This will cause staff problems. 

3. The principal must be supported by all mem¬ 
bers of the band unless the principal is guilty of 
failure to do his or her duty, criminal behaviour, 
or moral wrong doing. Failure to support the 
principal will undermine the administrative 
authority of the school and create chaos. Because 
of this some teachers may challenge the princi¬ 
pal and the children will go out of control. 

Failure to support the principal by the band 
can take many forms. These range from interfer¬ 
ing with the discipline of the teaching staff, 
refusing to listen to the principal about hiring 
and firing teachers, to over-riding school deci¬ 
sions made by the principal, and bad mouthing 
the principal to others, or paying attention to 
those who bad mouth the principal. As long as he 
or she is following band policy, the principal 
must be supported should a problem arise. 

4. The selection of the teachers must be as 
strict as the selection of the principal. The same 
requirements of transcripts and follow-up of ref¬ 
erences must be made. The principal should hire 
the teaching staff and the Chief and band council 
should support the choices if they are made 
recording to band school policy. The principal 
must take responsibility for what happens in the 
school and for what is done by the staff. Remem¬ 
ber, the buck stops at the principal’s desk and the 
principal requires a staff that will follow direc- 
' ons and work with him or her. 

There is also another reason why Chief and 
band council should not interfere with the prin- 


:ipal’s hiring and firing of staff. Remember the 
Chief and band council often function on the 
reserve in the same way the superintendent of 
schools and school boards function in off reserve 
schools. When the superintendent and board 
select a principal, they almost always support 
that person when conflict arises. Their failure to 
support the principal when he or she is following 
school policy can appear to others that a superin¬ 
tendent and board did a poor job in selecting the 
principal. This is why it is so important to select 
the best person for principal, and for the princi¬ 
pal to hire the best possible teachers. 

The following is a chick-list for the hiring of 
>chool administrators and teachers: 

1. All candidates must have provincial teach¬ 
ing certification. 

2. What teaching degrees does the candidate 
have? A bachelor’s degree is the minimum. A 
master’s even better. A doctoral degree the best. 
Obtain the official transcripts directly from the 
universities, not the candidate. Diplomas or tran¬ 
scripts provided by the candidate are not suffi¬ 


cient evidence of a degree. The candidate is 
usually responsible for requesting the university 
to send the transcripts to the band council. 

3. What experience does the candidate have in 
administering a school (for principal or other 
administrator) or in teaching (for teachers)? The 
more successful experience the better. There 
should be at least three referees to support the 
candidate’s experience and ability. At least one 
of them must be the last administrator the can¬ 
didate worked under. Accept no candidate whose 
referees do not fully support him or her. Remem¬ 
ber, these comments by referees are confidential 
for the hiring body. 

4. Check with law enforcement authorities to 
determine if any candidate has a criminal record. 
Off-reserve schools usually do not hire people 
with records. With one exception no one should 
be hired who has a record. The exception for 
reserve schools are Natives who the Chief, coun¬ 
cil and elders all believe were unfairly convicted 
or who can show they pleaded guilty to a crime 
they did not commit. This is necessary and just 
for Native people because of problems with the 
Canadian legal system. 

5. Determine if the candidate has any knowl¬ 
edge of Native culture or can speak or under¬ 
stand the band’s language. Where all things are 
equal to do the job, then these items should be 
given preference. 

6. Interview the candidate. First impressions 
count. Determine if this person is the type of role 
model you want on a reserve. It is important that 
the candidate be sober and drug free, and that 
this be communicated to the candidate in no 
uncertain terms. Referees should be asked if the 
candidate is free of alcohol or drug dependency. 
Obviously, drinking and drug taking must be 
grounds for immediate dismissal, and this must 
be in writing in the contract. Those who object to 
this procedure should seek employment else- 

Should additional help be needed when the 
school is being transferred to band control or if 
there is a problem, the provincial teachers a: 

ciation or the nearest faculty of education_ 

provide consultants to suggest ways of dealing 
with the matter. 

The first year the band takes control of their 
school and the first year of a new principal are 
critical and sensitive times. It is when routines 
are established and lines of authority are firmed- 
up. This is when band politics can most hurt a 
school. Politics interfere with the school by un¬ 
dermining administrative authority and it is 
administrative authority which endorses rou¬ 
tines. Without routines and authority a school 
goes out of control. 

This is why it is so important for all on the 
reserve to support the principal and why Chief 
and band council must do their best to put the 
school above band politics. The future of a nation 
is its children. And the education of the children 
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are part of this future. It would be ironic and 
tragic if Native control of reserve schools weak¬ 
ens the quality of education. 

Today’s modem technological society requires 
people who are educated and can deal with the 
changes that are happening. The wisdom of the 
Grandfathers and the Grandmothers must guide 
those who control reserve schools and help keep 
them free of politics. We must provide the best 
education possible for Native children. Nothing 
less will do. 


sail & sports 

—everylhlng for the outdoors— 


camping equipment outdoor clothing 
hiking boots 
canoes - kayaks 
windsurfers - sailboats 


HAGEN 

ELECTRIC LTD. 


MOTORS • MOTORS • MOTORS 


1202 - 2nd Ave. South 
Lethbridge, Alberta 

Tel. 328-8826 or fax 328-8600 



AutoCAD BY 
CORRESPONDENCE 


Student Edition of AutoCAD available 
AutoCAD 2D, 3D, Customizing, and AuloLISP cot 
AutoCAD Operator Certificate 
Authorized Autodesk Training Centre 


ACET Department, SAIT 
1301 ■ 16 Avenue NW 
I Calgary, ABT2M0L4 


Phone: (403)2*4-7202 
Fax: (403)2*4-8*12 
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CLASSES RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY — AGES 8 to 18 — SUMMER 

(Morning or Afternoon) EQUIPMENT PROVIDED 
Golf Instructions-. THE GOLF SWING; GAME PHILOSOPHY; 

THE MENTAL GAME; RULES AND ETIQUETTE; 

GAME STRATEGY; COURSE MAINTENANCE 
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION 


BIRDS OF BIG LAKE; 
ANIMALS OF BIG LAKE; 
INSECTS OF BIG LAKE; 
VEGETATION OF BIG LAKE 
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WIHTIKO AT THE BOW RIVER 


CoUected and illustrated by James Ratt; told by Mary E. 
McKenzie 




_.1 took the child and fled down the shoreline of the river to hide. 

From their hiding place they saw the Wihtiko search both their teepees 
and then set fire to them. The Wihtiko soon disappeared into the bu ’ 
They waited to see where it would go from there. 


One evening long ago, two women and one small two-year-old child 
at camp. The women were expecting their husbands to return very soon 
from the day’s hunting trip. One woman looked down the shore and saw 
someone approaching. As the figure came closer, they recognized that it 



We saCute 


ASoilgihaC leaden of 

MALLARD 

CONTRACTING LTD. 

667-7017 

FAX. 667-7179 



New Construction • Renovations • Designs 
Commercial • Industrial • Residential 
Over 7 Years Experience in the Yukon 



Soon the men arrived in the canoe. The women told them what had 
happened. The Wihtiko did not appear again. It must have travelled or 
down the shore to look for more people to try to eat. 


Your Community Owned & Operated Binao Hall 


36 Regular Games 
15 - Half the'House Games 
1 BONANZA-1 Early Bird 
and 1 ODD EVEN Game 


AFTERNOONS 

12:45 p.m. Early Bird -1:00 Pre-Call 
1:30 Regular 

EVENING GAMES 

Evenings 6:45 Early Bird Game 
7 p.m. Bonanza pre-Call 
7:30 Regular 

Regular, Gold and Combo Cards 


uanjc 

Leduc - Alberta 
- g &6 .qq 0& 

956-2112 
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- We salute the Jfative J^aders - 


Regular Cards 
$1.00 

Silver Cards 
$1.50 

Gold Cards 
$2.00 



$1200.00 Guaranteed Odd/Even 
July 21, 1994 


Afternoon Events 

Doors Open: 10:30 a.m 
Cashier: 11:30 a.m. 

5 Earlybirds: 12:00 p.m. 
2 Bonanzas 
1 Odd/Even Game 


Evening Events 

Cashier: 5:30 p.m. 
5 Earlybirds: 6:00 p.m. 
Reg. Games: 7:00 p.m. 

2 Bonanzas 
1 Odd/Even 


Entrance #5, er. A m- 

Groat Rd. & 111 Ave. 404-4J 

Westmount Shopping Centre, Edmonton, Alberta 


ins Chiefs and Melts Leaders of Alberta 


‘t/rujaqewi'Wlttfete.edtri. ■Satellite TV 
—THE BEST BEST IN THE west— ■ Refrigerator in all rooms 

East side of Hwy #11 South ■ Courtesy coffee ■ Ice 

MC • AMEX * VISA • Diners Club ■Plug-ins ■Laundromat 
P.0. Box 1376, ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE, ALBERTA TOM 1T0 
TELEPHONE: (403) 845-3381 FAX (403) 845-6166 


|| FORT 
SROAD 
II BINGO 


Full Phice Hall 

7 Evenings -$1.00 Single Card 
$2.00 Double Card 
$3.00TripleCard 
$6.00 Combo Strip 



Full Price Payouts 

5 Afternoons - Sun. -Thurs. .1 
$1.00 Single Card 
$2.00 Double Card 
$6.00 Combo Strip 


2-1/2 Price Late Nites 
Friday and Saturday 
$0.50-Regular Card 
$1.00-Gold Card 

13103 - FORT ROAD, EDMONTON, AB 
(403) 475-3247 
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Meaning up polluted military bases will be expensive 


Dale Stelter 
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Teachings 

Continued from Page 22 


The Canadian government will be undertaking a 
massive cleanup of military bases where environmen¬ 
tal hazards are violating federal and provincial stand¬ 
ards. The bases are spread across the country, and 
include ones that will be shut down by the federal 
government as a cost^saving measure. 

The Defence department plans to spend $250-mil- 
lion on the cleanup over a five-year period. However, 
Defence officials say the cost may go as high as $700- 
million for studying and remedying the problems at 
military bases and at remote outposts like the Distant 
Early Warning (DEW) Line radar stations. The radar 
stations contain everything from garbage dumps con¬ 
taining PCBs, to unexploded bombs. 

To determine how significant the problem is, the 
Defence department has so far spent approximately 
$6-million on environmental audits carried out at 
over 30 military bases. 

According to the Ottawa Citizen, the audits show 
that hazardous chemicals, aviation fuel, and lubri¬ 
cants have leaked from tanks, or been dumped beside 
marshes and into sewers and pits, or spread on the 
ground. 

Experts with Defence say that until 1999, when they 
will have a better idea of the full cost of the cleanup 
measures, they can only estimate the final cost. 

The most urgent problems will be dealt with first. A 
director general of environment with Defence said 
that the cleanup may take 10 to 15 years, depending 
on the availability of funding. 

Of the problems cited in the audits, most do not 
constitute an imminent threat to the environment, 
can be remedied with more stringent procedures. 


'e take this opportunity to 
salute the Alberta Native 
eaders for their continued 
guidance toward self- 

1994 a year of progress! 

CUSTOM DESIGNS 

(EVEN IN SMALL QUANTmES) 

NATIVE DESIGN 

TROPHIES AND AWARDS 


BUCKLES CRESTS AND 
COMMEMORATIVE COINS 


well balanced script add to the simplistic yet intend people to make war and shed blood.” He 
intricate lifestyles of the Iroquois Six Nations. also speaks about the threats made against him 

Handsome Lake died mysteriously—it is said by the Warrior Society but says he has no fears, 
that he was poisoned by the spells of witches who “If you want to shoot me, go ahead. I have 
were unhappy that he was preaching his Good something to die for,” he said. 

Message. Nonetheless, after hisdeath, the teach- On closing, Chief Thomas says that one of the 
ing stopped. They didn’t resume for years and most singularly important things that Indian 
now it is the women of the Nation who teach the people must do to retain their culture, is to speak 
Code of Handsome Lake. .their own language. 

Chief Thomas ends the book with some revela- “Native people need to understand that to 
•ions of his own. He is an outspoken critic on the speak a language is to give voice to the culture.” 
issues surrounding the Mohawk Indians and Cayuga chief, Jacob Thomas is both a crafts- 
their moment at Oka in the summer of 1990. He man and historian who currently resides in 
says the Warrior Society does not believe in the Wilsonville, Ontario. Terry Boyle, a teacher and 
Code of Handsome Lake and that their claim of broadcaster from Parry Sound, Ontario has 
representation of their people is false. authored Under This Roof and Memories of 

'The Creator,” exclaimed Thomas, “did not Ontario. 


COMPLETE TIRE SALES & SERVICE 


AN AUTHORIZED PROPANE CONVERSION CENTRE 


HIGH LEVEL, AB 




MYRTLES 

CARIBOU HAIR SCULPTURES 


at the F0I.K-A-Rama 
July 30 to August 6 at 
Metis Pavilion in Winnipeg 


For your own catalogue phone fax or wt 
P. O. Box 426 
Churchill, MB ROB 0E0 
Ph. (204) 675-2249 
Fax (204) 675-2054 
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rymktvTi school and sports 
IjCLl UTjL'.'M , trophies & awards 

E—-3 For all your Pow Wow 
Competition Awards 

Have your Band Logo Laser Engraved on 

Wood • Metal • Glass • Plastic 





BINGO & PULL TAB SUPPLIES 
EXCLUSIVE FIRST NATION PULL TABS 

FIRST NATION DABBERS • ALL YOUR POW WOW NEEDS 

PLAY ALL (ONT) LTD. 

449 St. Mary's Rd., Winnipeg, MB R2M 3K8 
Phone (204) 233-8523 Fax: (204) 237-6226 
TOLL FREE PH. 1-800-9-PLAYALL (752-9255) 
TOLL FREE FAX 1-800-839-4 934 
P. 0. Box 422, Keewatin, Ontario 
Phone (807) 547-3400 Fax: (807) 547-3401 
TOLL FREE PH. 1-800-318-9424 
TOLL FREE FAX 1-800-318-9425 
Free • Catalogue • on • Request 


Ouellette & Hajduk 

Barristers & Solicitors 
Vital O. Ouellette, B.A., LL.B. 
Richard B. Hajduk, LLB. 


We salute Use First Motions Chiefs and Metis Leaders 

MORINVILLE Mfl 
DRYCLEANERS m3 


9811-100 Street Morinville, AB TOG 1PO 
Phone (403) 939-5776 


We praise the Native Leaden for their commitment in 
securing the future for all the First Nations people, from 


RAY'S AUTO REPAIR 


SPECIALIZING IN WHEEL ALIGNMENT & BRAKES 


5015 — 51st AVE., SANGUDO, AB 




Ration GPUepu and ITUtti £endemJ SERVICE AVAILABLE 
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photographic labs w Edmonton, Alberta T5J1Z4 

-VClMQNTD^^PiASEByipEPHPTP-FlNISHINGUiB (403) 424-7161 

| ■■■■■ salute the ^Irst (gallons Chiefs ^ LL 

Black & M c Donald finals genders ♦ Air Conditioning |U 
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1994 POW WOW GUIDE 


It’s Pow Wow Season again! We at Alberta Native 
News have put together a schedule of some of the 
upcoming Pow Wow events and other happenings. 
Our list will be updated as the season progresses and 
we hope it gives you an idea of what to expect in the 
weeks to come. Good luck to all t’ 
participants and have a great t 


July 



July 29-31 

• T'suu Tina Rodeo & Pow Wow, Bragg Creek, Alberta, (403) 
281-4455 

• Muskeg Lake Veterans Traditional Pow Wow, Muskeg Lake, 


July 22-24 

• Ocean Man Band Pow Wow, Ocean Man Band, SK, (306) 
457-2679. 

July 23-24 


1 Kawacatoose, Quinton, SK, (306) 835-2125 

' Stick Gambling Championships, Simpson Lake YT, (403) 

536-2131 


July 30,31 

• Squamish Nation Golf Tournament, Squamish Golt and 
Country Club, BC 

•Gleneden Eagles 11th Annual Native Fastball Tournament at 
Blackburn Park, Salmon Arm BC, (604) 832-8562 


CHIEF ANAHAM FIRST ANNUAL FIRST NATIONS 

FAMILY SPORTS & MUSIC 


CELEBRATION 


IN WILLIAMS LAKE, BC 


AUGUST 

26th • 27th • 28th, 1994 
Located at Dave Means Park 


• ROCJeO (Contad: Sonny Dense (604) 440-5776, Jack Palmetier, Roland Alphonse at TCC (604) 392-3 

• Men's & Ladies Fast Ball Tournament 

(Contact Dave Means Park Office: (604) 398€661. (604) 392-6669 or Anaham Band Office: (604) 394-4212) 

• Mixed Slow Pitch Tournament • Men's & Ladies Soccer 

Around the Clock (except for 2 hr. before & 2 hr. after Kashtin Concert) (Contact: Ken Johnson at Alkali Bank Office) 

(Contad Joey Alphonse at TTC (604) 392-3918 or Paul Grinder) 

(Three Non-Status Players Allowed Per Team For Fastbal, Slowpitch & Soccer) 

• Pow Wow • Five Hundred Seat Marathon Bingo Tent 

ce - Free Style (Contact Stan Slurp at Anaham Band (604) 394-4212 or Marcel GoiJette) 

• Jigger's & Fiddler's from Manitoba and Saskatchewan 


• Lahal Tournament 

Open Eight Sides 


• Logger's Sports Event 


• Horseshoe Open Tournament 

(Contact Wiiam Billy Boy) 

•Crafts • Concessions • Refreshi 
• Live Music All Weekend 
• Open Air Dance 




Camping Available at Dave Means Site (Come Early, Limited Sites Available) 


EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 


Anaham Band Office (! 
icil (Barb Mack. Val Slump) and The Boilanio Mall Tickei Booth ’ 
L » Band Office at (604) 394-4212 •Tsllhqol'in Tribal Count 


Sian Slump, Chief Gerald Johnny, Flossy Stump 


M 


Not Responsible for loss injuries or divorces. 


Q 



• First Peoples Festival, Victoria Native Friendship Centre 
Victoria BC, (604)384-3211 

• 38th North Peace Stampede at Laccardinal Park, (Hwy 2) ( 
miles from Berwyn AB (403) 338 -2184 


August 10-12 

• Violence In Our Society Conference, Hobbema AB, (403 1 
585-3978 or (403) 423-2064 


• Muskoday Traditional, Muskoday, SK, Pauline Prell (30? 
764-7141 

• Standing Buffalo Dakota Band, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK, Byroi 

• .. 132-4685 


August 13-14 

• Saugeen Traditional, Southhampton, ON, (519) 797-3254 

• Sishequwaning 2nd Annual Traditional, Shishequwaning 
ON (705) 283-3292 

• Witchekan Lake Annual Sports Days, Witchekan Lake Bam 
SK (306) 883-2787 


August 18-21 

• 66th Annual Assembly of the Metis Nation of Alberta, Foi 
.. "‘3)74- 


McMurray, AB, (403) 743-2659 


• Mixed Modified Provincials hosted by the Saddle Lake Red 
Saddle Lake AB,(403) 726-2363 

• Long Lake Annual, Long Lake, AB, (403) 826-3333 

• Beardy's and Okemasis Celebration, Duck Lake, SK, Gam 
Eyapaise (306) 467-4523. 


|A?A=A=A^A=A>A=AiA=AiA-A*A 


August 20 

• Pro Firearms Rally, 1:00 p.m. at the Olds Agricultural Societ 
Fairgrounds, Olds, AB 


2522 
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by Deborah Moser 


SALUTE THE SASKATCHEWAN NATIVE LEADERS 
■ THEIR strength, wisdom, and continued 
GUIDANCE TOWARD SELF-GOVERWENT. 


AUGUST 
20 . 21 , 22 
1994 


Joni Mitchell kicks off Edmonton Folk 


The incomparable Joni Mitchell is headlining 
the Edmonton Folk Festival on August 4 at 
Gallagher Park to kick off the city’s finest sum¬ 
mer festival which continues through to the 7th. 

This year marks its fifteenth anniversary of 
consistently being the most happening, laid back, 
entertaining, enjoyable, eclectic festival that 
Edmonton has to offer. And if folk music is not 
your thing, don’t worry, because this city festival 
features top entertainers including R & B, jazz, 
First Nation, latino, rock, funk, folk, Klezmir, 
bluegrass, African and every type of music combo 
you can imagine. 

Legendary Canadian singer/songwriter Joni 
Mitchell is making only her third live perform¬ 
ance in five years at the Edmonton Folk Music 
Festival. And that’s not all! In addition to Joni’s 
rare appearance, Richard Thompson, Ruth 
Brown, Solomon Burke, Taj Mahal, Blue Rodeo, 
T Bone Burnett, and Quartette (Sylvia Tyson, 
Caitlin Hanford, Colleen Peterson and Alberta’s 
own Cindy Church) are performing throughout 
the 4-day event. The festival’s 15th anniversary 
promises to be the greatest gathering of folk 
musicians on the continent this year! 

Edmonton’s Gallagher Park is perfectly suited 
as the site for this fabulous outdoor festival. It’s 
picturesque, and spacious in the daytime for 
workshops and jams, and in the evening the hill 
transforms into an open air Colosseum ideal for 
the main stage entertainment. 

There’s a craft area, general store, children’s 
area, festival foods, as well as the best people¬ 
watching in the city, and the liveliest, most 
appreciative crowd. And of course the music 
can’t be beat. 

For tickets call 429-1999 or Ticketmaster, 451- 


Festival 


LET US MAKE A YEAR OF PROGRESS! 

PIAPOT INDIAN BAND 

YOU ARE INVITED TO 


FOW WOW 


5927 - 86 St. Edmonton, AB 7805 - 46 St. SE, Calgary, AB 401B-31 SI N„ Lethbridge, AB 

(403)465-6417 . (403)236-0305 (403)329-8644 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS PAPER 


Wilderness Leadership Training • September 11 - 24 

What is it? 

An intensive two-week training course in the Rockies to develop skills in • wilderness education from 
an Aboriginal perspective • groupfacilitation and leadership •workingwithyouthincrisis •wilderness 
and survival skills • program design and management • conflict resolution • traditional counselling 

Who are the trainers? 

Sequoyah Trueblood • Outward Bound School Board of Advisors • Four Worlds Earth Ambassadors 
principal trainer • specialist in the integration of Aboriginal culture and traditions with wilderness 
programming "has developed programs and trained staff in school systems, youth treatment andhealing 

programs, correctional facilities 

Thom Henley • Founder of the internationally acclaimed Rediscovery program "has helped to set up 
over 25 culturally based wilderness programs for Aboriginal youth under the guidance of elders - many 
years experience training people to develop and run wilderness programs • Elder men and women from 
several tribes will be joining us, as well as guest trainers including Phil Lane 


VARIOUS 
ATTACHMENTS 
AVAILABLE: 

I FRONT END LOADER 
I SWEEP BROOM 

■ MOWERS 

■ BACK HOE 

■ SNOW BLOWER 

A MACHINE FOR ACREAGE, LANDSCAPING, GARDENING 


Western Materials Handling 
)sfck & lE^acQpmixSDDG [LGIL 


life tafte tfiig opportunity to saCute 
tde cdiefs tor tdeir strengtd, 
wisdom and continued guidance 
matting tdis a year of progress 

ERMINESKIN 
CREE NATION 


BOX 219 
HOBBEMA, AB 
TOC 1N0 


km the ERMINESKIN CREE NATION POW WOW 
CELEBRATION AUGUST 11-14,1994 


| PRIZE PAYOUT OF OVER $60,000.00! | 

| DRUMMERS PAID DAILY ~| 

CONCESSION STAND FEES $250 per day (Permits Required) 

Supply your own power and hook-ups 
NATIVE ARTS AND CRAFTS STANDS $125 per day 
j y AUGUST 10 - Ermineskin Grounds Camping Day 
All VisitorsWelcome - Free Camping - Security Provided. Honour Ceremonies 

Inter-tribal dancing! 

August 11 - Traditional Pow Wow 
Including Giveaways - Inaugurations 
Traditional Songs 


INFO. PHONE 
(403) 585-3741 
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POW WOW GUIDE 

Continued from Page 32 

August 26-28 

• Yorkton Friendship Centre, Yorkton, SK, (306) 782-2822 

• White Bear, White Bear, SK, Irene Lone Thunder (306) 577- 
2406 

• Chief Anahem Annual First Nations Family Sports and Music 
Celebration, Williams Lake, BC, (604) 392-3918 


•Three Fires Homecoming, Hagerville, ON (905) 768-1133 

• 2nd Annual Pow Wow, Windsor, ON, (519) 948-8365. 

August 30, September 1 - 2 

• Nakota Labour Day Classic, Morley, AB, (403) 881 -3939 

September 

September 13-15 

• Balancing Values for a Future, A First Nations Conference on 
Water and the Environment, Alexander First Nation, (403) 
939-5587 

September 16 -18 

• Treaty Four Pow Wow, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK, (306) 332-1874 

October 

October 8-9 

• Nikaneet Pow Wow, Maple Creek, SK, Glen Oakes, (306) 
662-7513 
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for others. Each nation—and in fact, each Native group, must be dealt with on an individual 
basis. If Ovide, or anyone else for that matter, decides they are going to lump all of the Indians 
into one group, they’d better forget about it.” 

White says that rumours from the east predict that Ontario chiefs will pull out of the AFN if 
Mercredi fails to live up to his promises (and/or their expectations). 


White also tells Alberta Native News that at the Indian Association of Alberta’s Annual 
Assembly, held in Wabasca at the end of June, his organization, the Bill C-31 Association of 
Alberta, was promised support and recognition from the IAA membership. “That’s why I went 
to Saskatoon,” says White, “I went to seek the support of the AFN. Not much business was done 
other than the election, but I hope to speak with the AFN soon about the role that the Bill C-31 
people will play in the move toward self-reliance.” 

White says the IAA seems to understand that there is “ now a poor system for delivery of off- 
reserve services” and that “somewhere in there (could be) the answers to the participation factor" 
for the Bill C-31 Indians. 


The Beaver Lake First Nations has fired its chief but A1 Lameman says that stepping aside is 
not a part of his plan. He scoffed at the idea that he could be impeached and said that 
impeachment was not in the band’s election laws. 

“I’m the chief unless the federal courts say I’m not. Those calling for a new election don’t have 
the power or the authority.” 

Lameman was named interim chief just two weeks ago by a federal court judge, but 12 days 
later was impeached in a vote that showed 47 of 76 eligible voters wanted him ousted. 

Emile Cardinal, who most expect will become the new chief, says he thinks the people want 
change. A1 Lameman has been the chief of the band for the past 15 years. 

“The people want A1 Lameman out of office,” said Cardinal. “I’m happy they got what they j 
wanted.” 

Troubles began when Lameman, who lost a recent election by 15 votes, challenged one ballot ) 
that was cast by a person who hadn’t been residing on the reseve for at least the past six months. 
The election was nullified by the electoral appeal officer and a second election was called. s 
Cardinal and his supporters failed to endorse the elections and as a result Lameman and two 
councillors were nominated and won by acclamation. 

In a recent decision, Justice James Jerome ruled that a federal court would have to decide the 
matter if agreements could not be reached otherwise. 


QAie gaKute the Ciders andSj£eade/is 
of; uMoiithm uAQbekta 

MANNING IGA 
FOOD MARKET 

IGA 

P.O.Box 280 

Manning, Alberta TOH 2M0 
Ph: (403) 836-3285 Fax: (403) 836-3016 
Store Hours: Open 9 to 9,7 days a week 


Son’s 

Plumbing 
& Heating 
(1980) Ltd. 

We safute the Chtejs of the j^lrst Options.... 

Ofay the Oeator continue to bfess ^ou 

with wisdom and vision' 

• PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

• COMPLETE PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICE 

Meadow Lake, Sask. 

24 Hr. Service 

(306) 236-5625 

(306) 236-3271 



W© pay special tribute to First Motions |"i 
Chiefs and Leaders, from 

SAUCEEN FIRST NATION ! 

WE WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY | 

I TO INVITE ONE ALL TO THE || 

Sauceen Traditional pow Wow || 

August 13 and 14, 1994 II 


For more information 
contact Lester Anoquot at 

(519) 797-3254 

or Fax (519) 797-2978 
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Sahtu Land Claim Settlement Act proclaimed 
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Bill C-16, the Sahtu Land Claim Settlement 
Act, received Royal Assent last month and was 
proclaimed after passing through the Senate. 

Representatives from the federal and territo¬ 
rial government and the Sahtu Dene and Metis 
signed the agreement on September 6,1993 in 
Fort Norman, NWT. 'the signing followed a rati¬ 
fication vote held on July 5-8,1993, which saw 
the Sahtu Dene approve it by a majority of 85 per 
cent and the Sahtu Metis by 99 per cent. 

Under the settlement, the Sahtu Dene and 
Metis receive ownership to 41,437 square kilo¬ 
metres (approximately 16,000 square miles) of 
land in the Mackenzie Valley region of the North¬ 
west Territories. This includes subsurface rights 
to 1,813 square kilometres (approximately 700 
square miles ) of land. Financial compensation 
includes payment of $75 million (1990 dollars) to 
be made over a 15-year period and ayearly share 
of resource royalties derived from the Mackenzie 
Valley, south of the Inuvialuit Settlement Re¬ 
gion, which includes a share in Norman Wells oil 
and gas royalties. 

The Act also guarantees the Sahtu Dene and 
Metis participation in land use planning; man, 
agement of renewable resources; regulation of 
land and water use throughout the settlement 
areas as well as the exclusive right to hunt on 
their own lands and to trap in the settlement 
area. The settlement area is the area where the 
benefits and terms of the Act apply. It covers 
280,238 square kilometres (approximately 
108,200 square miles), including Great Bear 
Lake. The five communities in the region are 
Colville Lake, Fort Good Hope, Fort Norman, 


Second reading completed on 
Split Lake Cree Legislation 


Legislation to give effect to the Split Lake 
Cree Settlement Agreement received second 
reading last month and has been referred to 
the Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs 
and Northern Development. 

Bill C-36, the Split Lake Cree First Nation 
Flooded Land Act, deals exclusively with the 
implementation of the settlementreached with 


Nation as a result of the Manitoba Northern 
Flood Agreement. 

Once enacted. Bill C-36 will allow the Split 
Lake Cree First Nation to exercise greater 
control over their own affairs as monies owed 


under the settlement will be administered by 
the First Nation through a trust rather than 
By the Crown as Indian monies under the 
Indian Act. In addition, provincial Crown lands 
to be provided in fee simple are not subject to 
becoming special reserves upder sections 35 
and 36 ofthe Indian ACT and could be used by 
the First Nation as collateral for economic 
development purposes. w 

. Undexthe Split Lake Cree Settlement^PB^: 
ment signed in June 1992, the First Nation 
will receive $47.37 million over a five-year 
peri4|i.from Canada, Manitoba and Manitoba 
Hydro and 34,100 acres of new reserve lands 
and 2,800 acres of fee simple lands. 


Hfe salute the First Nations Chiefs and 
•Metis Leaders of Alberta 

SPIRIT RIVER FLOORING 

for sales service and installation 
of CARPET, LINO, 

HARDWOOD and CERAMICS 
throughout the Peace Country 

(403) 064-3073 Spirit River, Alberta 


GEOWEST 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSULTANTS 
LTD. ~ 


-rch & Management 

■ GIS, Environmental Modelling 
& Remote Sensing Training 


SALUTING CHIEFS AND LEADERS" 


.$25 AND UP I 

★ COFFEE/END.$10 AND UP I 

★ CHEST/CHAIR.$100 AND UP I 

- .$50 AND UP | 


8812-118 

AVENUE 

EDMONTON 


IDEAL DESIGN DRAFTING LTD 

Fastest CUSTOM DESIGN DRAFTING Services 

-t* HOME plans 

APARTMENTS, OFFICES, WAREHOUSES 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ADDITIONS 
VISIT IDEAL'S HOME PUNS GALLERY 
OVER 2000 Beautiful STOCK HOME PUNS Available 
3-11803 92 St, Edmonton 474-0759 Fa. 47M680 


ELLISON 
MILLING 
COMPANY 

Look for Ellison’s family of 
products ^yp urlavourite food store 

1301.- 2ndAvenue South (403) 328-6622 
Lethbridge, AB T1J 3Z1 . or faxJ403) 327-3772 


t JIGS, RIGS 

G TALES 

ALL YOU NEED FOR FISHING... 

LIVE BAIT!! 

TACKLES, LURES, FLIES, PLUGS 
RODS, REELS & ACCESSORIES! 
CATCH ONE OF OUR DEALS! 

790-3555 


f hip shown by the Native Chiefs 




the First Nations Chiefs and Metis Leaders of Alberta 

Bargain Furniture Centre 

3341 - 118 Avenue 

Edmonton 

Telephone (403) 477-8754 (pax same number) 


PARTS • SERVICE 


LITTLE 




IMPLEMENTS LTD. vSSTab 

AND CONSUMER WELDING PRODUCTS B0X 59 TOB4MO 

COMBiNESTBALERS, CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT PHONE (403) 853-2881 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITy/BAND ADMINISTRATOR 

The Saulteau First Nation is located in Northern B.C. on beautiful 
Moberly Lake. We are seeking an energetic and highly motivated 
individual with excellent organizational and communication skills to 
provide overall management of a wide variety of programs and 
services to our Band Membership. 

- QUALIFICATIONS - 

I Successful completion of a Business Administration Program; 

I Several years experience in management and administration of 
an organization which provides a diverse range of programs 
and services to the public, preferably an Indian Band or similar 
Indian Organization; 

I Experience in staff supervision and development; 

I Experience in program planning; 

k Proven ability to express himself/herself well verbally and in 
writing. Excellent interpersonal skills; 
t A sound understanding of INAC programs and related 
regulations; 

I Proven ability in Financial and Personnel Management; 

I Working knowledge of computer systems and software 
applications; 

I Demonstrated leadership proficiencies; 

I Must have a valid B.C. driver's license; must have own vehicle; 



SILVER COIN Cafe and Laundry 

rS220 (on the north side of) STONY PLAIN ROAD 

EDMONTON, ALBERTA — Proud to serve a First Nations clientele 

NEW MODERN WASHERS AND DRYERS sTSSf (SS» 

—FULL SERVICE CAFE MENU— 

OPEN DAILY 7 a.m. TO 11 p.m. 

TELEVISION • BACHELOR SERVICE • PHONE (403) 481-9455 


gafuting our (Native Readers. T(Sur commitment and dedication 
wiff ensure a secure Juture Jor our peopfe. 
g-rom 

Chief: James Ahnassay 



Victor Chonkolay - Public Works 
Archie Seniantha - Social Development 
Charlie Chambaud-Health 
Fabian Chonkolay - Community Service 
Harvey Denechoan Sr. - Treaty/Aboriginal Rights 
Gabriel Didzena - Economic Development 


A detailed job description and additional information is available 
upon request. 

Applications are to include salary expectations and a complete 
resume including references. Please forward to: 

Saulteau First Nations 
Attention: Marie Hood 
P.O.Box 414 
Chetwynd, B.C. 

VOC 1J0 

Fax: (604) 788-9158 

Closing Date: August 5, 1994 



TBjf 


DENE THA' 
FIRST 

NATION 

(403)321-3842, 
321-3775 OP 321-3842 
Fax:(403)321-3886 

Chateh P. 0. Box 120, Assumption, Afberta T0H 0S0 



We’re trimming 
our costs... 



Two 85-ton payload shovels, a 
fleet of 240-ton trucks and two seven-storey high mineral siz¬ 
ing plants, are part of Suncor’s plan to produce a $12 barrel of 
light sweet crude oil by 1996". Suncor is securing the future of 
its oil sands business by reducing costs, increasing productiv¬ 
ity and meeting environmental commitments. 


^incor 

Oil Sands Group 



< 3donoufung oud relative leade/is ~ Qjoud commitment 
and dedication ensure a secune Jutu/ie Jon o uit people... 

<JAay the Cneaton continue to bfess you with wisdom and vision, 
J/tom 

LITTLE RED RIVER CREE NATION 

Economic Development Officer ~ Ron Laframboise 
Economic Development Portfolio Holders 
• Lome Biesse, Lloyd Tallcree, Daniel Nanooch 
Little Red Air Service Ltd. — Little Red River Forestry Ltd. 
Fifth Meridian Market Ltd. 

Caribou Mountain Wilderness 
and 

Chief: Johnson Sewepagaham, 
Council, Elders and Tribal Members 

LITTLE RED RIVER CREE NATION 

• FOX LAKE • JOHN D'OR PRAIRIE • GARDEN RTVER 

BOX 1165 
HIGH LEVEL, 
ALBERTA 
T0H 1Z0 


TELEPHONE 

(403) 759-3912 

FAX 

(403) 759-3780 





L 




































